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Vote August 5th!!
by Bill Beachler, 
LAHR-PAC

This is an important 
election year and 
another important step 
in the election process 
will soon be here.  The 
primary will be held, 

Tuesday, August 5, 2008.  This election 
will determine who will be on the ballot 
in November.  LAHR-PAC has again 
surveyed all candidates on the ballot and 
rated them for your consideration.  The 
respected LAHR-PAC ratings are enclosed 
and will be posted on the LAHR web site  
www.lahronline.org .

There are several important races on 
the primary ballot.  For example, on the 
nonpartisan ballot, there will be the 4th 
Court of Appeals race.  It has 6 candidates.  
See the other LAHR-PAC article in 
this issue for some interesting detailed 
information on this race. 
The partisan races will have US Senate, 
US House, State House and County 
positions.  You must vote on either the 
Democratic or Republican ticket.  You 
cannot split your vote between parties.  We 
believe you do not have to declare your 
party choice.  You just pick a party once in 
the booth.  

In Ingham County, none of the 
Republican positions have more than one 
candidate, so they will all move forward.  
Also, in Ingham County, these Democrat 
races have 2 or more candidates and the 
vote will determine who moves forward:  
County Commissioner #3, County 
Commissioner #9, Drain Commissioner, 
and State House 68th (Joan Bauer’s seat).

I recently attended the excellent Cyndi 
Lauper True Colors concert, which 
was sponsored by the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC).  Cyndi, The B-52s, 
Rosie O’Doinnell, Carsen Kressley and 
other bands stressed the importance of 
the upcoming election.  Cyndi performed 
one of her new songs and had the crowd 
singing along in excitement to the words, 
“Same old f____ story,” when she 
suddenly stopped the music and in her 
sweet voice said, “That’s what will happen 
if you don’t vote.”
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Support Our Local 
Libraries!

by Dennis J. Hall, Past 
LAHR President

I grew up in a small 
mid-Michigan town 
where there was only 
one place that provided 
me with an opportunity 
to learn about the world 

beyond farm fields. That place was the 
town library. It could not have occupied 
a building of more than 600 square feet, 
which was as old as the town. But it 
provided a way for me to discover the 
world and beyond!

Returning to that library many years 
later with my two young sons, I sensed 
their amazement when they discovered my 
name in nearly every book on the shelves.  
Even in the late 1970s those books still 
had the famous pocket on the inside cover 
that held the library card you signed when 
checking out a book.  

Hotline Closing
by Mike Carlson, 
Hotline Director

Things change and 
everything ends.  It’s 
just a fact of life.  I 
keep telling myself 
that as I go through 
the motions of closing 

down the Hotline. This was a decision 
we of the LAHR board came to a couple 
months ago, but it’s been a long time 
coming.  The Hotline started twenty-seven 
years ago. It’s been in several locations, 
had several directors, had many wonderful 
volunteers, and has helped thousands of 
callers with various issues over it’s history. 

The last few years though the call 
numbers have tapered off. Last fall we had 
to make some choices about the future of 
LAHR itself and one of the questions that 
came up was whether to continue many 
of the side projects. There was a general 
consensus that the Hotline was still a vital 
need and we shouldn’t end it then, but 
since then there’s still been the general 
decline of calls so as our main grant’s 
fiscal year came to it’s close we decided 
now was a good time to retire this service.

In many ways this is a good thing. A 
dirty secret in the activist industry is that 
we are all trying to work ourselves out of 
a job. In an ideal world there would be no 
need for an organization to keep an eye out 
for human rights or a helpline for people 
who have no other place to turn.  It’s a very 
different time than the early eighties when 
the Hotline began. 

Now there are many more organizations, 
services, and groups for LGBT concerns. 
Through GSAs, younger people have 
opportunities for support in their coming 
out process, although discrimination 
still happens, there are now many more 
places to turn for redress, and probably 
most importantly we’ve had the technical 
innovation of the web open up a whole 
new world for people to access others 
like themselves. No longer does someone 
need to call a number so they can talk 
anonymously to some stranger when 

Penny Gardner Wins 
Major Award
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

LAHR’s President, Penny Gardner, has 
won the Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the PRIDE banquet in Detroit.  The 
banquet is a production of Black Pride 
Society, Midwest Aids Prevention Project, 
Ruth Ellis, The Forum Foundation, 
Triangle Foundation, and Affirmations.  

Penny received a letter which stated, 
“Your nomination for this award is proof 
that people notice and appreciate your 
efforts to advance our community.  Your 
selection for this award is an expression of 
gratitude from that grateful community.”

Penny’s recent achievements include 
being elected President of LAHR, a 30 
year advocacy organization providing 
services to the Greater Lansing area 
including communication (The LGBT 
News), support services, discussion 
groups, social activities, networking and 
coordination activities, and education; 

(continued on page 8)
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Letters for Michael 
Foland

It was the middle of winter, and for 
some reason, I decided to check out the 
back page of the LAHR newsletter for any 
events where I might go  to just to meet 
people. I thought I’d be nice to socialize, 
and not  have to pay a cover charge, or 
drink alcohol. 

I had read an article in the  January 08’ 
issue of the newsletter by Mike Foland 
called “Hello, I Am Michael Foland.”  I 
was impressed with his writing skills and 
his honesty about his life situation both 
at work and personal life.  In the article 
he had mentioned that he was a volunteer 
for the  LAHR hotline, was on his union’s 
Civil Rights committee, also enjoyed 
going out on Wednesday nights to spend 
time with the group at LAHR’s “Coffee 
Night.”  I decided to check it out, and was 
surprised to see that it was within easy 
walking distance from my house, at the 
Gone Wired Cafe on  Michigan Avenue.

It was at the fun gatherings we had at 
the cafe, that I met Michael and the other 
good folks who meet weekly just to hang 
out, chat, and do crossword and Sudoku 
puzzles.  During the following three 
months, we weathered the winter snows 
and spring rains just to meet up and to 
“have something to do,” as Mike put it 
recently. We had many laughs and shared 
our concerns about our country and it’s 
current social and political directions, 
about movies and TV shows, and about 
religion and atheism.

 And yes, we probably shared about life 
and death.  One 80 year old member of 
our group, Jay, had recently been hit by 
a car after leaving our weekly meeting at 
the cafe, and was and is still healing up 
nursing a shattered leg, concussion, and 
dislocated shoulder.

Michael A. Foland 
of Lansing Michigan passed away 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 at Mortan 

Plant Hospital in Clearwater, 
Florida after a short battle with 
Pancreatic Cancer.  He was 48 

years old.  Michael was a retiree of 
Lansing Fisher Body, B. O. C.  He 

was a professional clown for 25 years 
and was a past president of Circus 

Clown Alley.  His first character was 
“Stubbs” and he ended with “Hot-

Rod” the Clown.  “Hot-Rod” brought 
a lot of smiles to a lot of children of 

all ages.   LAHR will especially miss 
our friend and fellow Board member.

It was still a shock a couple of weeks 
ago, when I got a call stating that Mike was 
in the hospital being tested for Pancreatic 
cancer.  All of the members of our little 
group then went to visit him in the 
Hospital, and wished him well.  At another 
hospital visit, I met some of his nice 
relatives who had flown in to see Mike.  

A couple of weeks later, Mike was 
flown off to Florida to stay at his brother’s 
place, and maybe go to a nearby hospital 
that might have experimental cancer 

treatments. And now last night, at the 
weekly cafe meeting, I was told that 
Doctors think Mike might only have a 
couple of days to live. What a sad shock!  I 
was stunned, and expressed great remorse.

It wasn’t until this a.m., that I fully 
realized Mike will be leaving us soon. I 
had seen the movie “Philadelphia” on late 
night TV recently, and can remember the 
sad haunting song by Neil Young played at 
the end, and I thought about Mike. I wept.  
I’ll miss you Mike. We all will. 

Mark Sartor

I attended a memorial potluck honoring 
Michael Allan Foland on June 13.  For the 
most part, despite the rain, the gathering 
provided his clown companions, the UAW, 
family, friends, and LAHR (represented 
by myself and others) an opportunity to 
share wonderful memories of Mike.  It was 
his dying wish (as a devout atheist) that 
religion would be left out.  Most of us who 
believe in God (including myself) chose to 
respect  that wish.

Unfortunately there were a few that 
decided to disrespect Mike’s wish and 
inject their own narrow religious views.  In 
particular one minister relative managed to 
get the last word.  He shared how he tried 
to save Mike’s soul on his final plane trip 
to Florida.  (Apparently God was incapable 
of reaching Mike without his help.)  
Mike’s suffering from terminal pancreatic 
cancer was not enough.  Reminiscent of 
a recent Dear Jody letter, Mike had to 
be emotionally waterboarded until he 
repented of his godless ways under duress.  
I might expect some Pythonesque banter 
from his clown friends (a little song, a little 
dance, ...), but nobody ever expects the 
Spanish Inquisition!

Kevin Magnan

(continued on page 5)
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there are entire communities on the web 
offering help with that same degree of 
confidentiality . 

Actually, that’s another way we knew 
change was in the air for our phone line as 
more and more people who still did call 
told us they had found out about us through 
their own online searches. This made us 
realize that there are probably better ways 
of reaching those people who still need 
answers and support.  

So what is the next step?  Well, by the 
time you read this the Hotline will no longer 
be taking calls, but we’ll be in the process of 
putting most of our informational resources 
onto our newly revised website at www.
LAHROnline.org . We’re also getting in 
contact with other organizations to share 
resource information so they can help with 
those remaining few callers that may still be 
in need of talking to someone.

Personally I’ve been involved with the 
Hotline in some capacity on and off for the 
past fourteen years. It’s going to be very 
odd not having it as a part of my life, but as 
I said before, change is inevitable but with a 
bit of thought and planning we can make it 
for the better.

Hotline continued
as community organizer for Coalition for Adoption Rights equality working to achieve 
second parent adoption for our children; President of the Board for the Elsie, publisher 
of the Lesbian Connection; President of LAHR-PAC, one of Michigan’s most respected 
political organization educating candidates and the LGBT community; and Director of 
the recent production of the YODA (young, old, disabled action) monologues for the 
2008 creating change conference in Detroit.  Penny was also a teacher of Feminism and 
LGBT studies at MSU. 

The Greater Lansing area LGBT community is proud to have such an outstanding local 
leader receive this major award.  Thank You Penny for all the work and accomplishments 
you have provided to us.  Congratulations!! 

Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

Penny continued
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Pastor Paul  
by Paul S. Downie

A Christian’s 
Perspective on 
Homosexuality:  
Chapter 5

    Chapters1-4 examined 
Old Testament; New Testament; Truth 
About “Tradition;” and Old Testament 
Affirmation:  Creation Re-visited.  The 
few pertinent biblical passages fail 
to address committed same gender 
unions.  Jesus is silent.  With exceptions, 
gay unions were accepted, even blessed 
in churches until14th century when gays, 
and women deemed witches, were burned 
at the stake. God’s gifts of creativity and 
community for Adam and Eve are also for 
Adam and Steve, and Adele and Eve.  The 
dogmatic Christian Right is wrong!  The 
Mystery of God, Creation, and humanity 
elicits differing views.  “Now, we see in 
a mirror, dimly”  (1 Corinthians 13).  So 
views differ, and all participate in heresy to 
some degree!                                               

Chapter 5.   New Testement 
Affirmations:  Sacred Barriers Revisited

A.  Jesus, Genesis, and Sex
 Genesis and Torah.  Old Testament 

Torah (“Law” or “Teaching,” Bible’s 
first 5 books) embraces slavery, male 
ownership of females, death penalty for 
cursing ones parent, and “clean” and 
“unclean.”  A woman was bought for 
marriage.  A husband could divorce her, 
have multiple wives, and sell his daughter 
into slavery.  Jesus rejeced these, but 
supported Torah economic and social 

justice.  Procreative sex in Genesis 1 
dominates Torah, so non-procreative sex 
is “abomination.”  Today vasectomy, 
condoms, “rhythym,” the pill, sex after 
60 -- all  would be “abomination.”  Jesus 
and divorce.  Jesus said whoever divorces 
one and marries another commits adultery 
(Mark10: 11-12). Today¹s chaotic world 
often rips people apart, so we’ve “re-
visioned” this.  Divorce and re-marriage 
don¹t necessarily bar full life in the 
Church.  Jesus and sex.  As to divorce, 
Jesus cites Genesis 2, which exalts unitive 
sex:  bonding two persons in loving 
union (Mark 10:6-9). He fails to mention 
Genesis 1, or to suggest “godly sex” 
needs procreative intent.  In his view, 
all sex must be in a loving, committed 
relationship -- whether or not procreation 
is intended or possible.  (So sex after 60 
is not sin!)  Jesus condemns adultery, 
and has strong words about divorce 
and remarriage which -- rightly, I think 
-- we¹ve revisioned for today.   Jesus and 
homosexuality.  What’s “normal” for most 
is physical / emotional / sexual / spiritual 
intimacy in heterosexual union.  Persons 
for whom this is contrary to their God-
given “nature,” bonding in same-gender 
union is “normal.”  What’s ‘normal’ 
for most is right-handedness.  Scripture 
exalts the right hand as place of honor, 
both earthly and heavenly -- as does 
Jesus in his Last Judgment parable (Matt. 
25: 31ff).  He said to those at his left 
hand:  “You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.”    He 
doesn’t condemn left-handedness, but 
the Church was once certain that he 

If you have been a victim of 
anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 

violence, harassment or discrimination, call us.

We’re here to help you.

1-877-787-4264
or email: report@tri.org

Out. Helping You.

Offices in Grand Rapids and Detroit

Here again is Mike’s profile from the 
Jan. issue:

Hello, I am Michael 
Foland. 

This is my second 
year with LAHR as a 
board member.

I was born in 
Lansing nearly 48 
years ago. I’ve lived in 
the Lansing area since 

then.  I’ve worked at two of Lansing’s 
landmark businesses, Quality Dairy and 
Fisher Body - first at “QD” and then 
nearly 23 years at Fisher when I retired 
with a disability in 2002.

In 1996, I was at a crossroads in my life. 
I was battling GM because of my disability 
and I was becoming more aware of what 
my sexual orientation was meaning to 
me. Life was hell. I seriously considered 
ending it. But I came out to the one person 
who could help me, my Psychologist, 
whom I have been seeing because of the 
stress of working with a disability.

The second person I came out to was 
a friend at Fisher back in 1999 and she 
supported me wholeheartedly. Starting 
about then, I searched the Lansing area for 
like-minded people. I found out that MSU 
had a support group for LGBT students 
and it was open to all. I attended one or 
two of their meetings but felt way out of 
place as a 39 year old guy.

 I also stood on a sidewalk in Lansing a 
couple of years watching the Pride Parade 
in June. In 2000, I took time off work 
to attend a Prism Award Banquet at the 
Boarshead theater. There, I bumped into 
Rachel Crandall. She was director of the 
Hotline at that time and she “encouraged” 
me to join the list of volunteer listeners. 
I had been a listener up until this year.

It was about 2000 that I was asked to 
join my Union’s Civil Rights committee 
as a gay man.  And I am still on that 
committee.

 2003 was a banner year for me. I 
came out to some family and friends. 
Unfortunately, my father passed away after 
I came out to my parents.  My family has 
been supportive of me.

 I really enjoy going out Wednesday 
nights to spend time with the group at 
LAHR’s “Coffee Night.”

 I look forward to helping out LAHR in 
any way I can. 

Letter continued

(continued on page 6)
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Pastor Paul continued
did.  He affirms “normal” heterosexual 
union, but neither condemns nor mentions 
homosexual union!  He says little about 
rules and doctrines, but invites one to 
follow him.  How?  Love God fully 
and love others as yourself sums up the 
law and prophets.  The Bible condemns 
promiscuous, adulterous, and abusive 
sex.   These rip the fabric of human 
community, and are loving neither to God 
nor to others.  Jesus says nothing about a 
stable, loving homosexual union.

B.”Spirited” Acts of the Apostles
   The Holy Spirit and Change.  After 

Pentecost (Acts 2), the Spirit is central, and 
led the new Church (AD 30-62) through 
bedrock change, abolishing Old Testament 
biblical laws and Tradition, using 
“irregular” baptisms by bold pioneers 
to tear down barriers against “unclean” 
Gentiles.  Philip baptizes an Ethiopian 
eunuch (Acts 8:26ff).  He’s a castrated 
African, condemned by Torah:  “No 
one...(with) crushed testicles... shall come 
near” (Lev. 21:21).  His testicles were 
removed, not just crushed. Philip, a deacon 
led by God’s Spirit and consulting no one, 
violated 1,800 years of sacred Scripture 
and Tradition by not circumcising the 

eunuch before baptizing him.  Peter 
baptizes Cornelius.  In a vision, Peter was 
told 3 times not to call profane (“unclean”) 
what God has made clean (Acts 10).  So 
Peter disregarded that same sacred 
covenant between God and Abraham 
(Genesis 17). He baptized an Italian 
soldier, his family, friends, and likely 
some children:  uncircumcised, “unclean” 
Gentiles.  Jerusalem Council.  (Acts 
15) A “sect of Pharisees” in the Church 
insisted that Gentiles be circumcised 
and keep the Law of Moses to become 
Christians.  Deacon Philip, Apostles Peter 
and Paul, and Barnabas were violating this, 
venturing into a wilderness of inclusive 
but “irregular” baptisms.   In AD 48 (18 
years after Crucifixion/ Resurrection) 
the apostles and elders met in Jerusalem, 
deliberated, and swept away the 18-
century-old sacred biblical Covenant of 
Circumcision.  James, brother of Jesus, 
presided, and then wrote:  “It seemed good 
to the Holy Spirit and to us!”  Change.  The 
Holy Spirit led Philip, Peter, Paul, and 
Barnabas to violate Scripture and Tradition 
by tearing down outworn “traditional” 
barriers.  They welcomed the “unclean,” 
as they are, and proclaimed the Good 
News of Jesus Christ for male and 
female, “clean” and “unclean.”   Note the 

sequence:  “irregular” baptisms welcomed 
“unclean” Gentiles into the Church 
for several years before the Jerusalem 
Council finally met and officially 
endorsed it.  Bold “irregular” acts by 
pioneers precede official sanction by the 
Church!  In A.D. 48 the Church caught up, 
abolished a restrictive ancient Covenant of 
Circumcision and enthroned an inclusive 
new Covenant of Baptism offered to 
all persons!  Gentiles, blacks, the left-
handed, women, divorced persons:  all 
have had their day as “unclean.”  Now it’s 
homosexual persons.  Barriers arrogantly 
defy God, reject diversity in Creation, and 
spawn hate and terrorism.  Barriers are 
evil, yet some still cry “unclean.” 
The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an active 
Episcopal Church priest of 48 years, 
taught 30 years at Lansing Community 
College until his retirement May 2005, and 
received the LAHR Prism Award as Ally 
of the Year for 2000.Email:  pastorpaul@
voyager.net  Phone:  (517) 332-2326 
(until 9:30 pm)  Copyright 2008 by:  Paul 
S. Downie, Trustee or any successor 
Trustee of the PAUL S. DOWNIE 
LIVING TRUST dated March 4, 1983, as 
amended.  All rights reserved. 

 E-mail:  pastorpaul@voyager.net 
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Smart Money
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

No Taxation 
Without 
Equal 
Rights?

I was recently asked if one can legally 
avoid financially supporting a government 
that doesn’t support LGBT rights or afford 
equal treatment to all people.

The answer is no, followed by yes.  Let 
me explain.  The IRS pounces if you don’t 
pay what’s owed.  But paying what’s owed 
is only half the picture; the other half is 
controlling how much you owe.

Method 1:  Buy municipal bonds.  With 
corporate bonds, you owe federal and state 
taxes on earned interest.  With US Treasury 
bonds you owe federal but not state tax on 
earned interest.

But Michigan municipal bonds avoid 
federal and state taxes on earned interest.  
No money to the government and it’s 
completely legal! And now is a good time 
to consider highly-rated municipal bonds 
as the credit crisis has made many of them 
attractive, secure investments compared 
to Treasuries or corporate bonds.  Consult 
your financial or tax advisor before taking 
the muni plunge because there are some 
additional considerations.

Method 2:  Get an estate planning 
attorney.  If you or your partner have 
substantial assets, it is wise to hire a 

qualified estate planning attorney adept 
at working with LGBT couples. They can 
prevent thousands or more of your dollars 
from going to the government through 
estate taxes upon your untimely demise.

Method 3:  Roth IRAs.  When investing 
in a Roth IRA, money you put into the 
account is taxed upfront and you don’t get 
a deduction.  But every penny of what you 
earn in a Roth IRA is free from federal tax.  
What’s more, you can often leave it to your 
partner tax-free at your death.

Since tax rates are near historic lows 
and the looming national debt will likely 
require future tax increases, investing in 
a Roth IRA may be smart on two fronts. 
Every situation is different and your 
financial planner can advise whether a 
Roth IRA is for you.

There’s nothing wrong with minimizing 
what you have to pay a government that 
doesn’t engender equality.  Just remember 
to actually pay whatever you do owe so 
IRS agent Smith doesn’t show up for 
dinner unannounced (how rude!).

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com .

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisory firm serving the 
planning and investment needs of the 
LGBT community throughout Lansing, 
Jackson and Ann Arbor. He can be reached 
at brian@7advice.com .

The following people will be 
celebrating their Long Term 

Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants 
to promote the importance of a strong, committed 
relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an 
anniversary for your relationship that you would like 
mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@
aol.com .

Congratulations!
Nancy English  

& Elaine Pogoncheff
14 years on July 14, 2008

 
Kevin Pastor  

& Brandon Meyers
(Recently moved to Lansing from Miami, FL)

4 years on June 13, 2008
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It was an important place for me, and 
perhaps a few others in the town looking 
for mental escape to other lands or new 
ideas.  I read nearly every book in the 
library, seeking something that took 
another 30 years for me to figure out. But 
starting there I became an avid reader 
of books. I came to love science fiction 
stories, and an even more, of general 
fiction. While today I have the wonderful 
possibilities to read gay fiction, gay 
history, gay mysteries, as well as gay 
autobiographies and gay biographies, what 
counts for me is that I continue that love 
of reading. When bored or traveling, I can 
always lose myself in a book.

While you may not have that same 
interest or love of reading, it is important 
to know that there are thousands of people 
here in our community who may not have 
the financial resources to purchase reading 
material, and they continue to depend 
upon the public library for information, 
entertainment, and solace. And of course, 
today public libraries can also introduce 
patrons to many other worlds through 
Internet access.     

Here in Lansing the use of our libraries 
has skyrocketed over the past several 
years.  Circulation of library materials 
has more than doubled; 2.4 million items 
were borrowed in 2007 alone. The number 
of library visits has grown to over 1.6 
million people, and the use of the library 
computers has tripled at the same time. All 
of this has led to overcrowding and a lack 
of usable space at the 13 different library 
facilities operated by the Capital Area 
District Library system. People wait in 
line to use the computers.  With numerous 
programs being held in the libraries, it 
becomes difficult for other patrons to 
access materials they need.  

As the economy continues to become 
strained here in mid-Michigan, more and 
more people will depend on the Capital 

Area District Library system to do research 
on the computer for jobs, to write a 
resume, or to look for a good book. 

The Capital Area District Library has 
responded to these pressures by preparing 
a library improvement plan to meet the 
needs of the people within the library’s 
district (Ingham County except the City of 
East Lansing) through 2030.  We should be 
pleased that our library staff is planning for 
the future benefit of the public.

This improvement plan calls for the 
renovation or construction of new library 
buildings in 13 locations through the 
district. Under the plan six libraries would 
be expanded and two renovated. Five new 
library buildings would be constructed in 
Holt-Delhi, Lansing, Mason, Meridian 
Township and Williamston.

The plan also calls for doubling the 
number of computers available in the 
libraries, adding meeting rooms at many 
locations, increasing the seating capacity 
by 50% and expanding the amount of 
library materials by 50%. It has also been 
suggested that the Library also provide 
space for the Impression 5 Science Center 
on the same site as the Lansing Library 
building.  

All of these proposals will cost money 
to undertake and complete. To pay for this 
plan, the Capital Area Library District 
is proposing to place on the August 5, 
2008, ballot an increase of 0.98 mill per 
year from 2008 through 2029.  Based, for 
example, upon a home valued at $100,000, 
a taxpayer would contribute $48 a year, or 
less than $1 per week to support our library 
system.

Voters approved the District’s current 
operating millage of 1.56 mills in 2006.  
This levy will continue through 2009, 
when voters will be asked to renew this 
operating millage.  Taken together, these 
millages would cost the owner of a home 
worth $100,000 about $126 per year, or 
less than $2.50 per week.  [Below is a 
chart provided by the Capital Area Library 

District, which shows various levels of 
home market value and the estimated 
amount that would be paid if the millage 
was approved. For additional information, 
talk to your local librarian or visit the 
library’s web site at www.cadl.org.]   

I think that this ballot proposal is an 
inexpensive way for our community to 
invest in the future of our fellow citizens, 
young, old and in between.  Who knows, 
it might just help some young person out 
there to discover who they are.  It could 
even create a whole new generation of 
lovers of reading!  It would not be a bad 
price to pay for that to happen.  

Please get out and vote in the primary 
on August 5, 2008!  And do not forget to 
support our Capital Area Library District.  
It is an investment in our area’s future!

Home  
Market  
Value

Home  
Taxable  
Value

Proposed  
Library Plan  

Addition

Current  
Operating  

Milage

Total  
Library Tax  

With Addition

$50,000 $25,000 $24 $39 $63

$100,000 $50,000 $48 $78 $126

$150,000 $75,000 $72 $117 $189

$200,000 $100,000 $96 $156 $252
Provided by the Capital Area Library District.   

Libraries continued

Choruses Need YOU!!
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Sistrum is looking for new 
members!  The singing year includes 
singing throughout the community, 
participating in Women in the Arts 
Festival, a holiday concert collaboration 
with The Greater Lansing Gay Men 
Chorus, and the 23rd Annual Spring 
Concert which will feature Sistrum’s 
first commissioned work (and second 
CD) with text by Kris Radish and music 
by Jenni Brandon.  Visit our website 
or call Meredith Bowen for more 
information.  www.sistrum.org or 517-
230-3580.

Enjoy Singing?  The Greater Lansing 
Gay Men’s Chorus is looking for singers 
and non-singing volunteers for the 
upcoming concert season.  The chorus 
will be performing its winter concert 
with Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus. 
Rehearsals begin on Tuesday, August 12, 
2008 and are held at the Molly Grove 
Chapel of First Presbyterian located 
at 510 West Ottawa Street, downtown 
Lansing, every Tuesday evening from 

6:30 pm to 8:45 pm.  New 
singers are welcome to 
join during the first month.  
Non-singing volunteers are 
always welcome.  If you are 
interested, you are welcome 
to stop by during rehearsal, 
or email the chorus at info@
glgmc.org.    
 For additional information, 
visit www.glgmc.org .
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Concert Successes
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

Sistrum’s 22nd 
annual spring concert 
was a huge success 
boasting two full 
houses, a profitable 
silent auction, and 

new collaborations with local artists and 
dancers.  The concert was entitled “Let 
Her Voice Be Heard” and featured music 
written by women from the Renaissance 
through 2008.  Sally Potter graced the 
stage singing a solo,  collaborating with 
Sistrum on a gospel piece, and leading the 
audience in “I’ll Fly Away.” 

The Greater Lansing Gay Men’s 
Chorus’s 20 anniversary concert was 
also a huge success with large crowds in 
attendance at the LCC Dart Auditorium.  
This concert also included a silent auction.  
The concert was entitled “Retro to Metro” 
featuring that 80’s Show, including 
gentlemen callers, the gym, the cars, rock 
me Amadeus, the girls, Sweet Dreams, 
the movies, True Colors (see the enclosed 
picture), the T.V. shows, and the videos.  
Awards were presented to Jerry 
Slade, the Spirit of the Chorus 
Award, and Dean Hendrickson, 
the Larry Barnard Director’s 
Award.  A video was shown 
which included clips from various 
concerts during the past 20 years. 

LAHR placed ads in both 
concert programs.  LAHR has 
always been an active supporter of 
the men’s and women’s choruses.  
Actually, the men’s chorus 
was begun as a part of LAHR.  
LAHR’s history, which can be 
found on the LAHR web site at www.
lahronline.org and was also printed in the 
LAHR 25th Anniversary Cookbook which 
is available for purchase, tells the story of 
the creation of The Greater Lansing’s Gay 
Men’s Chorus.  In honor on the Chorus’ 
20th anniversary, here is a part of the story:

On November 13, 1989, Larry Barnard, 
LAHR’s Education Officer, invited LAHR 
to a potluck supper at King Author’s Court 
clubhouse in DeWitt.  The clubhouse had 
plenty of space, a beautiful fireplace and 
a piano.  The stage was set, according to 
Larry’s preconceived plan.  The regular 
LAHR meeting began with music.  Larry 
asked Stuart Ouwinga, and a few others in 
attendance to join him in some personal 

More Good News for 
Downtown

The $22.5 million luxury condo 
development on Grand Avenue in Lansing 
continues getting bigger.  Capitol Towers 
developers, Shawn Elliott and Allen 
Drouare, have added six more stories 
to what was initially to be a 12-story 
development.  

“It really comes from the demand and 
the incentives for living Downtown,” 
Drouare says.

Drouare and Elliott have been 
successfully shopping their proposal, 
which will include retail space, a dry 
cleaner, a coffee shop and a fitness center, 
to investors. More than 300 business 
leaders showed up to their first investor 
presentation.

“The combination of the amenities and 
the increasing benefits of living Downtown 
has really increased the demand for the 
project,” he says.  The Downtown certainly 
has seen a surge in developments over 
the last year.  A new nightclub and new 
bars and restaurants have made living in 
Downtown Lansing more appealing for 
many prospective renters and buyers.

The building site is also located in a 
Renaissance Zone, which means residents 
won’t have to pay property tax or state and 
local income taxes for 15 years.  Drouare 
says they plan to break ground on the 
project this fall, but are already taking 
condo reservations. 

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.

Major Improvement in 
Old Town

Two Lansing area doctors are turning the 
long-shuttered Cedar Street School into 
a fitness and rehabilitation center.  Carla 
Guggenheim, an internist and doctor of 
osteopathic medicine, and Gail Shafer-
Crane, an occupational therapist, are 
putting $2.5 million into the three-story, 
20,700 square foot building.

The building has been unoccupied 
since the late 1980s, has no heating or 
air-conditioning, and minimal electrical 
work.  “Everything is outdated and needs 
complete replacement,” Shafer-Crane says. 
“It’s basically a shell.”

selections, including, “The Best of Times 
is Now.”  Following these selections Larry 
announced that we had just heard the first 
performance of the Greater Lansing Gay 
Men’s Chorus.

The first official performance of the 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus with 
12 members, director, and accompanist, as 
part of the LAHR Education Committee 
activities using a $200 anonymous 
donation and ultimately a $500 per 
year budget from LAHR, was held on 
December 11, 1989.  This event was 
LAHR’s holiday potluck and dessert 
auction attended by 50 people at King 
Arthur’s Court.  The successful auction, 
with auctioneer Jeff Swanson, raised 
$1,000 for LAHR, PFLAG, and Dignity.  
The Chorus, with Larry’s theme “A 
Positive Image for Greater Lansing” on the 
program, performed under the direction 
Rick Wendorf.  The first songs included:  
Jingle Bell Rock, Winter Wonderland, 
Frosty the Snowman, Silver Bells, It’s 
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas, 
and White Christmas.  This successful 
performance, with the Chorus dressed in 
their red bow ties, was a proud moment for 
Larry.

The two doctors will move their 
practices into the building and add a 
community fitness center to the Old Town 
building. An East Lansing-based yarn 
company, Thread Bare, will also move into 
the refurbished school.

“The Cedar Street School is located 
in Old Town and we really wanted to 
settle our practices in Old Town,” Shafer-
Cranesays. “We find that the philosophy 
and vibrancy of Old Town is certainly a 
positive energy for a new development.”

After funding for the building is secure, 
the development of the school should take 
nine months, Shafer-Crane says. Shafer-
Crane and Guggenheim plan on creating a 
building that is Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) certified.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.
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Lansing Area AIDS Network
Care Coordination
Since 1986, LAAN’s care coordinators have worked with over 
450 HIV+ men, woman and children assisting in planning for 
needed services and acting as a central point of access for care 
and support services in the community. LAAN offers emergency 
assistance with mortgage and rent payments; utility bills; 
medical/dental costs; child care expenses; food and nutritional 
supplements; transportation; and coordinates with other 
community service providers.

Volunteer Programs
Many volunteer opportunities are available at LAAN including 
the Buddy Program, which links trained volunteers who 
provide practical and emotional support, social integration and 
friendship to persons living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers are also 
needed for general office support, special events, staffing for 
LAAN’s food pantry program and help with transportation for 
clients.

Support Groups
Current LAAN support groups include:
HIV+ Men’s Group
Positively Aware Series

Anonymous Counseling  
& Testing Schedule

Listening Ear (East Lansing) 
313 West Grand River 
Thursday from 6-9 PM 

Appointment Only

Young’s Landing (Old Town) 
Greater Lansing African American Health 

511 East Grand River 
Wednesday from 6-9 PM 

Walk-In

LAAN Main Office 
913 West Holmes, Suite 115 

First and Third Thursday of Every Month from 3-9 PM 
Appointment Only 

Serving the HIV affected community since 1985. 

For more information about the LAAN, visit them online at: www.laanonline.org 

913 West Holmes, Suite 115, Lansing, MI 48910 - (517)394-3560 - (517)394-1298 FAX - laancontact@lansingareaaidsnetwork.org

HIV Prevention Programs
Prevention outreach and risk reduction is provided through 
presentations to community groups, schools, treatment centers, 
shelters, churches, and universities. LAAN utilizes trained 
volunteers to assist with promoting LAAN services and community 
resources throughout the region.

HIV+ Womens Group
Client Education Workshops

A Matter of Law
by  Pam Sisson, Attorney & Moderator

Owning a Home in an Uncertain 
Market
Part 5

The home we first knew on this beautiful earth
the friends of our childhood, the place of our birth
in the heart’s inner chamber sung always will be
as the shell ever sings of its home in the sea.
- Frances Dana Gage
Another way to sell a house is by land contract.  With a land 

contract, the buyer does not own the legal title (does not get a 
deed) until the land contract is paid in full.  The buyer receives 
what is called “equitable title.”  This basically means that the 
buyer has possession of the property and will receive a warranty 
deed when the terms of the land contract are fulfilled.  

The buyer and the seller agree on the amount of the payments, 
the interest rate, the payment arrangements and other terms. 
Payments might be over a period of five years, 10 years, 20 years, 
30 years.  Or, there can be a balloon payment after a certain 
number of years.  A balloon payment is a large payment which 
pays the land contract in full.  For example, the sales price might 
be $200,000 at 6% interest.  Payments might be $900 a month 
with a balloon payment in 10 years, at which point the buyer must 
pay the land contract in full.  Ordinarily, at this point, a buyer 
would get a mortgage to pay off the land contract in exchange for 
the warranty deed.  This is just an example.  

Many land contracts have no balloon payment, in which case, 

in our example, the $900 a month would continue for, say, 30 
years until the land contact is paid in full.  As the principal balance 
drops, each successive payment is comprised of more principal 
and less interest than the previous one.   

If the buyer violates the terms of the land contract at any point, 
the seller may begin what is called a forfeiture action.  If the 
seller is successful in the forfeiture action, the seller takes back 
the property and sometimes must evict the buyer.  The buyer 
loses all the payments made so far, and the seller retains the deed.  
Without going into great detail, I will say that a forfeiture action 
can be a headache for the seller.  Sometimes a seller has to initiate 
forfeiture actions two or three times against the same buyer.  

So a land contract should not be undertaken lightly by either the 
buyer or the seller.  However, in this economy and market, many 
buyers cannot qualify for mortgages and many sellers cannot 
sell their homes.  This may create a good match for a buyer and a 
seller.  However, the seller should carefully research the buyer’s 
ability to pay and perhaps ask to see a recent credit report.  If it 
appears that the buyer can make regular payments over a long 
period of time, a land contract may be in order.  

Again, I strongly recommend that each party work with an 
attorney in drafting and negotiating the land contract.  The closing 
(when the land contract starts) should be a 
formal process involving attorneys and a title 
company.  Although you can buy land contract 
forms at an office supply, it is very risky to 
undertake such an expensive legal transaction 
without the proper advice and guidance.  
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

Anti-Gay Hate Crimes Spike 133%  
in Michigan
from Triangle Foundation

Anti-gay violence in Michigan spiked by 133% in 2007 
according to a new report by the Triangle Foundation and 
the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP). 
Michigan led the nation in increased hate crime reports. 

This report examines data compiled from 2,430 LGBT people 
who experienced hate violence in regions across the country and 
reported these incidents to an anti-violence agency. Michigan 
recorded the largest increase in 2007 with a 133% increase in 
anti-LGBT physical attacks, harassment, and vandalism, and a 
207% increase with overall discrimination. Triangle Foundation, 
the sole reporting agency of anti-LGBT and HIV positive bias 
crimes in Michigan, reported 226 incidents in 2007, far more than 
the 97 incidents in 2006. 

“I am saddened but not surprised by these numbers.” said 
Melissa Pope, Director of Victim Services at Triangle Foundation. 
“Hundreds of Michigan LGBT people are abused emotionally, 
physically and financially because of who they are. One person 
suffers anti-LGBT discrimination in Michigan every 29 hours 
and, of those individuals, one person suffers anti-LGBT violence, 
vandalism or harassment every 39 hours.  It is my hope that this 
report will raise awareness to the treatment of LGBT persons in 
this state.”

“I was shocked to find out that the attack on me was not a hate 
crime in Michigan,” said Angie Potter, assaulted because of her 
sexual orientation while staying in a Michigan hotel. “I looked for 
help but I was met with more disrespect.  It wasn’t until Triangle 

had a protest in front of the hotel that justice started to be served.”
Michigan’s Attorney General, Mike Cox, recently concluded 

a three-year campaign against domestic partner benefits.  In 
February of 2007, the Michigan Court of Appeals overturned the 
trial court’s holding that public employers may offer domestic 
partnership benefits to same-sex couples and their families. The 
result may be the loss of benefits, such as health insurance, for 
thousands in Michigan. These highly visible political attacks 
on LGBT communities reinforce the idea that it is acceptable to 
target LGBT persons with violence. The NCAVP reports that there 
is a corresponding surge in anti-LGBT incidents of violence and 
crime as these campaigns play out in politics and media. The year 
of 2007, marked in the beginning by a Court of Appeals decision 
denying LGBT communities equal access to health benefits, 
set the tone for a year of increased anti-LGBT violence and 
discrimination.  
For almost two decades, Triangle Foundation has advocated for 
the safety and equal treatment of LGBT people in Michigan. 
Triangle Foundation’s anti-violence program has grown 
significantly to serve the growing demand for victim advocacy 
services. Triangle has worked since 1997 to amend Michigan’s 
hate crime law, the Ethnic Intimidation Act, to include bias 
crimes motivated by “sexual orientation and gender identity or 
expression.” 

To find out how you can help to make Michigan a safer place 
for all of us, please visit Triangle Foundation’s website at www.
tri.org.  If you have been the victim of anti-LGBT violence, 
harassment, or discrimination, please contact Triangle Foundation 
at (313) 537-7000 or via e-mail at report@tri.org.
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Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t

o p e n  e v e r y  d a y

a Niche Top100 gallery

B r i n g i n g  a r t

t o  a r t i c l e s

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e

w i t h  c o n s t a n t

q u a l i t y  i n  a

c h a n g i n g  w o r l d

artful

accessories

for the

home  and

individual

217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823
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Fun (for only some) at theYMCA
by Nancy English, LAHR Board

If you go onto Lansing’s YMCA 
website you will find the motto, “We 
build strong kids, strong families, strong 
communities.” But to be a part of that 
strong family, you first have a legal 
relationship as defined by the Lansing 
YMCA.

Sarah Himes found this out the hard 
way when she attempted to add her 

partner Cate to her membership at the Parkwood Branch YMCA 
in the Haslett area. Since Sarah and Cate do not constitute a 
“legal” family (according to state of Michigan law and YMCA 
rules), Stephanie Wagner, Membership Assistant at the Parkwood 
Y, told Sarah that she could not add Cate at the $19.00 per month 
fee, which applies to family members.  Instead, Cate would have 
to pay the standard $49.00 per month membership fee. 

Instead of giving up, Sarah went to the Downtown YMCA 
and was told she could add Cate at the $19.00 family rate. So 
the next day Sarah went back to the Downtown Y, filled out 
the paperwork, handed over her money and added Cate to her 
membership. Sarah then phoned Kelly King, Associate Executive 
Director of the Parkwood Y and asked why a community based 
organization (the Parkwood YMCA) does not support all 
members of its community. Ms. King stated that the Y applies 
family memberships in accordance to the definition of family 
used by the state of Michigan. She then told Sarah to contact 
Ben Wheeler, Associate Executive Director of the Downtown 
Y and speak to him regarding this matter. When Sarah did so, 
Mr. Wheeler stated that the YMCA could not accept same-sex 
partners, rescinded Cate’s $19.00 membership fee and told Sarah 
that Cate would have to pay the regular non-family rate of $49.00 
per month. He then stated that he would be re-training all of the 
Downtown YMCA staff to make sure they were following the 
proper membership protocol. So Sarah made another trip to the 

Downtown Y, cancelled her and Cate’s memberships and asked 
for her money back.

After researching online to find the state of Michigan’s legal 
definition of the term “family” and finding nothing, I contacted the 
Attorney General’s office. According to the A.G.’s office, “There 
is no single definition of family; this is a very broad question.” 
Instead, family is defined in whatever class or category it is used, 
e.g. domestic abuse etc. So there is no definition of family written 
into the Michigan Constitution or in its compiled laws. And there 
is no Michigan law confining the YMCA from offering family 
memberships to only those who constitute a family “legally.”

When I called the Parkwood YMCA and spoke with Ralph, he 
told me that I could add any adult person in my household for the 
$19.00 fee. When I asked if I had to be related to that person, he 
said that I did not – that we only had to live in the same residence. 
I then spoke with Stephanie Wagner, told her the information 
that Ralph stated to me and asked for her comment. She told me 
that the rule for adding people to your membership was, “legally 
related and living together.” When I told her I was writing an 
article for the Lansing Association for Human Rights (LAHR) 
newsletter she refused to comment any further and directed me 
to speak with any of the executive directors or Tony Fragale, 
President of the YMCA Metropolitan Office. 

According to Mr. Fragale, each local YMCA or YMCAs get to 
structure its membership any way it wants. The Lansing area is 
overseen by the YMCA Metropolitan Office and all six of the area 
branches must abide by the rules governed by this office. There 
are no national 
or state rules that 
govern membership 
in the YMCA. 
Mr. Fragale kept 
reiterating that the 
YMCA, “must 
consider the law 
of the state” when 
I questioned him 
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Artist Co-op Opens in Old Town
Fifteen artists have pooled their art and their money to open and run the Artisan’s 

Circle, an artists’ co-op in Old Town Lansing.  The group bought a 735 square foot 
building on Turner Street and turned it into the Artisans Circle. Each co-op member helps 
pay for rent and other operating fees.

Artisan’s Circle member Meg Breiter says the co-op gives artists more freedom than 
a traditional gallery, which sticks to theme- or medium-based collections. The Artisan’s 
Circle supports all different types of local artwork, including painting, leather and wool 
crafts, horse- hair pottery and ceramics.

“We’re able to do more than one thing, which is different than a regular gallery, where 
you can only do one thing,” she says.  Artisan Circle members encourage the public to 
interact with the artists by asking them questions while they’re creating their pieces.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic newsletter.

Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-

Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law

powers of attorney

estate planning for 
our families
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about its membership rules. When I asked him specifically which law the YMCA had to 
abide by, it was then that he told me that the Lansing Metropolitan office gets to set its 
own rules for membership.  When I asked him about the fairness of this policy toward 
same-sex couples, he replied that, “we don’t get into personal relationships, we stay 
out of that.” After speaking with him for ten minutes he said, “You choose to follow the 
definition. It’s the best way for us to stay consistent.” In clarification, he said that he 
meant the legal definition of family used by the state of Michigan. When I told him there 
was no set Michigan definition for family he said that for membership people have to be, 
“legally related and living together.”

Just to make sure that I understood all of the Lansing Metropolitan YMCA rules for 
membership, I asked Mr. Fragale to e-mail me that document. He said it would be difficult 
for him to e-mail me the document but that he would be happy to fax it to me. As of yet, I 
have still not received the rules of membership from Mr. Fragale. 

I find it difficult (as probably many of you do) to stand by and not do anything 
regarding this blatant form of discrimination especially since our local YMCA office gets 
to make the rules. 

Please e-mail me at: englishn2003@yahoo.com , if you have any suggestions or would 
like to get involved in this matter. You can contact Mr. Tony Fragale at: 517-484-6464. 



1� Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News

MSU HIV/AIDS Clinic 
Expands
from MSU

It’s estimated that in the United States 
there are as many as a quarter million 
people who have HIV/AIDS but don’t 
know it.  With that in mind, MSU 
physician Peter Gulick, who directs an 
Ingham County clinic that treats patients 
living with HIV/AIDS, is expanding the 
clinic so that it will now serve clients who 
reside in the central Michigan area. 

The Central Michigan District Health 
Department received Michigan Health 
Initiative funding of more than $75,000 
to offer ambulatory/outpatient HIV 
medical care, case management and client 
advocacy services, and direct emergency 
financial/client assistance. 

“The need for such a clinic is great. This 
is an underserved area,” said Gulick, who 
also is an associate professor of internal 
medicine in MSU’s College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. “I’ve heard there are some 
people in the mid-Michigan area who don’t 
want to get tested because they wouldn’t 
know where to go for care if they tested 
positive.” 

“We have found that access to health 
care is a huge need for many people, 
whether it is this or any other health 
issue,” said Chris Lauckner, director of 
Health Education Services for the Central 
Michigan District Health Department.   
Gulick and colleagues also received a 
grant of more than $250,000 from the Ryan 
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources 
Emergency Act to help fund the project. 

The clinic is located in the CMDHD 
facility in Harrison. The clinic is in 
operation one day per month beginning 
in May.  CMDHD covers six counties: 
Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, Osceola 
and Roscommon. 

“We have several missions,” Gulick 
said. “We will provide care, do testing, 
and provide educational opportunities 
for the health professionals in the area.”  
In addition, the new clinic will allow 

Motor City Pride and 
Pride Band a Success
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Motor City Pride was a hit!  The 
weather was amazing and the streets of 
Ferndale were full of over 40,000 lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and allied 
people from all over Metro Detroit and 
beyond.  It was a record number!  The 
Great Lakes Pride Band participated in the 
event and played several tunes in various 
locations throughout the festival.  There 
were more vendors than ever before with 
politicians and diverse organizations 
represented. The Doggie Drag Show was 
a huge success and the Family Area was 
full of children and their parents enjoying 
face painting and a puppet show!  There 
was also a march organized by four Detroit 
area organizations that demonstrated 
how the LGBT community is working to 
promote diversity and bridge the divide of 
8 mile road.  All in all, this was one of the 
best Prides the Motor City has ever had!  

Gulick to expand his HIV/AIDS-related 
research. In particular, Gulick and his 
staff will continue a drug-trail project 
that tests the effectiveness of a number of 
pharmaceuticals. 

“Yes, the people in mid-Michigan will 
benefit from this,” he said.  “Right now 
we’re looking at a new agent that could 
possibly prevent the virus from affecting 
the cell. The drugs we have now only work 
when the virus is in the cell, but this one 
could prevent it from getting it.” 

 HIV testing and treatment is a huge 
part of what Gulick and his staff do. This 
is particularly important, he said, because 
there is such a large number of people who 
don’t know they carry the virus.  “I would 
say about 40 percent of the people I see 
who are newly diagnosed with HIV have 
had the disease for at least five years,” 
Gulick said.  “And some possibly as long 
as 10 years.  And that is what is scary.” 

Advertising Update
by Bill Beachler, Publisher
Please check out the excellent ads in the 
LGBT News and support these businesses, 
services and organizations.  These 
advertisements enable the LGBT News to 
continue our long history of publication.  
This newsletter is the oldest continuously 
published monthly newsletter in Michigan 
dating back to the first issue in Sept., 1979.  
(Check out the LAHR history on our new 
Web site at www.LAHROnline.org .)
Please encourage other LGBT supportive 
businesses, services and organizations 
to add their support of the newsletter 
by contacting us to place an ad in the 
future.  The LAHR Board has expanded 
its effort to increase advertising and 
Lauren Spencer, a new LAHR Board 
member, volunteered to lead this expanded 
effort – you may hear from Lauren 
soon.  The LGBT News needs additional 
new advertising to continue our current 
excellent format.  We have always tried 
to present a professional balance between 
advertising and content.
If you have a business, service or are 
involved in an organization or if you know 
of someone who is, please contact us to 
place your ad in an upcoming newsletter.  
Check out the box on the back page for 
details.  Also, our layout person, Vicky, is 
one of the best in Michigan and can help 
you if you need help.
If you have questions or would like to 
place an ad, please contact me at 517-337-
1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

For more information contact  
Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John Student 
Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service - 1�01 
Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for info.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
�00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing
Volleyball -  Sharp Park behind the Lansing Mall  -  1:�0 p.m.  -  Please 
call Bill for information at ���-1�1�.
Fellowship for Today  - Rev. Karen Arndorfer - at �:�0 p.m. - Open & 
Affirming = 855 Grove St., East Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 or info@
fellowshipfortoday.org .
Unity of Greater Lansing - Rev. Kent Lederer - at 10 a.m. (starting Sept. 
at 11 a.m.) - Open & Affirming - 240 Marshall St. - contact (517) 371-3010 
or revkent@unityofgreaterlansing.org .

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: Lisa 
Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� S. 
Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
BINGO - �pm at Club �0�. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly 
Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa St. in 
downtown Lansing from �:�0-�:�0pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or vist the 
website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every other Wednesday in 
Lansing. For information call Paul or Phil at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the summer, at Holiday Lanes on Grand River 
near Frandor. Look for us near lane ��. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.
com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. 3rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at 2701 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park Lake.  
Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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P.O. Box 6565
East Lansing, MI 48826

“Selling the Homes People Love to Buy” 
Since 1978

James R. Pyle
Owner/Broker

James Ewing
Realtor

Brandon Sanders
Realtor

A Proud Advocate


