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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear LAHR ers…
Last month’s letter included an 

excerpt from an old poem by May Sarton 
asking of her audience “ what binds us 
together?”.  I asked that of you, gentle 
reader, after asking it first of my self.  In 
last month’s letter I had given it on a bit 
of thought.  I have given it more since.

What I have determined so far—I did 
add that the question was not going to be 
answered and then be done with—is the 
question brings up more questions.  For 
me the most provocative being,  is it our 
difference from others and/or from each 
other; or our similarities to ourselves and 
others that brings us together? 

We are together as supporters, as 
colleagues, as readers.  We are lesbians, 

gay men, bisexual women and men 
or other, we are transgender, we are 
allies.  We are like minded, can easily be 
identified as a similarity.  Others who are 
like minded though are not among us.  

Many of us are not heterosexuals, or 
our identity as a gender does not match 
for some reason to our sex, or we are 
allies of those of us who are LGBT.  So it 
is our difference from a dominant culture 
which binds us together, it could be said.  
And so what?  

I’m thinking we all have a general 
vision as May Sarton spoke of in the 
poem:  A Letter to the Students of Black 
Mountain College written in homage 
and faith. From which I extracted the 
question.  What I imagine then, that 

to tighten and strengthen the “ties that 
bind” us to each other is that we be more 
specific about our visioning for LAHR, 
Lansing and its surrounding counties, that 
includes us! All of us!  

Let us start individually.  What is your 
vision for LAHR at the end of this year, at 
the end of this decade, at the 2020 mark!  
I can not go beyond that in my question, 
perhaps others can.  Again I invite you 
to share your thought as I have done, 
either with me or another board meeting, 
or in this newsletter.  Lets collectively  
envision a collective future.    

Sincerely, 
Penny Gardner

Contents of the LGBT News should not be construed to represent the beliefs of the LAHR organization as a whole.

LGBT News
Lansing Association for 

Human Rights
P.O. Box 6565 

East Lansing, MI 48826

our place within their spiritual network 
of churches.  Thankfully, many local 
congregations have shared and given us 
an integral role within their own church 
families. The greater Lansing area, with 
a more progressive spirit than many 
smaller and more conservative locales 
in Michigan, has opened its doors where 
other communities aren’t nearly as 
welcoming.

That is a good thing.  However, we both 
grieve the loss of our faith community 
as well as celebrate the legacy of our 
many years together.   We honored the 
life of Ecclesia during a worship service 
on Sunday, November 25, 2007.  It was 
a joyful experience.  It is not totally 
incoincidental that we celebrated the 
life of Ecclesia during the season of 
Thanksgiving.

Ecclesia continued

Michael and William Sawyer-Todd
7 years

Exchanged rings as midnight was 
striking Dec. 31, 2000 and Jan. 1, 2001

The following people will be 
celebrating their Long Term 
Relationships (LTR) in January:

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to 
promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship 
in the LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary for your 
relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, 
please email Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-

Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation

wills

trusts

traffic

criminal

business law
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estate planning for 
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Positive Guillermo Lopez and Somewhat 
Positive Charles Ford.  LAHR’s own, 
Cindy Redman, LAHR Vice President, 
finished a respectable 5th place out of 9 
candidates.

In the LCC race, the winners were:  
Positive Jerry Hollister, Positive Edward 
Woods, and Positive Deborah Canja.  This 
was a very successful result considering 
10 candidates ignored the LAHR-PAC 
questionnaire.  Maybe there is a lesson 
here.  Unfortunately, there is bad news 
from LCC.  Shortly after the election the 
LCC Board voted to eliminate Domestic 
Partnership benefits.  Rather than follow 
the excellent example set by MSU to 

revise their policy to be compliant with 
court rulings to date, LCC took the easy 
path which hurt LCC non Union families.  
LAHR-PAC is frequently questioned 
about our ratings, especially the difference 
between Very Positive and Positive.  This 
LCC election result demonstrates the 
importance of these ratings.  LAHR-PAC 
notes that answering questions on a survey 
correctly is much easier than taking an 
actual vote.  On this important vote for 
LCC Domestic Partnership benefits, only 
the brave Jerry Hollister voted correctly!!  
(Note the new members above were not yet 
on the Board.)

Election continued

I also stood on a sidewalk in Lansing a 
couple of years watching the Pride Parade 
in June. In 2000, I took time off work 
to attend a Prism Award Banquet at the 
Boarshead theater. There, I bumped into 
Rachel Crandall. She was director of the 
Hotline at that time and she “encouraged” 
me to join the list of volunteer listeners. 
I had been a listener up until this year.

It was about 2000 that I was asked to 
join my Union’s Civil Rights committee 
as a gay man.  And I am still on that 
committee.

2003 was a banner year for me. I 
came out to some family and friends. 

Unfortunately, my father passed away after 
I came out to my parents.  My family has 
been supportive of me.

I really enjoy going out Wednesday 
nights to spend time with the group at 
LAHR’s “Coffee Night.”

I look forward to helping out LAHR in 
any I can.

 

Michael Foland continued

Subscribe to 
GLBT News  
and receive a  

FREE T-Shirt!
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332-3200
THE HOTLINE
Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. HELP US HELP YOU 
- REPORT HATE CRIMES AND 

DISCRIMINATION TO TRIANGLE.

Out. Helping You.

or visit www.tri.org

SUZY GRACE, CPE

517-332-0258
Call for free consultation

@Kevena V’s Day Salon
4964 Northwind Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823

Only electrolysis is permanent.

Triangle News 
– Part I
Resolved
by Dawn Wolfe

Your yearly cliché is here – yes, it’s January, 
and the following is a list of my New Year’s resolutions. 

(Actually, I tend to reflect on my life and make resolutions on or 
around my birthday in December. So while you’re reading this at 
a clichéd time of year, resolution-wise, I’m actually writing it at a 
non-cliché kind of moment. Really.)

As I write this the usual collection of resolutions are jumping 
and dancing around in my head, waving signs and wearing pretty 
costumes all designed to make sure they are picked this year. You 
know the ones, because you have made or are making them as 
well: lose that final ten (or however many) pounds, read a few 
more books in 2008, try to save at least a little bit of money. 

But this year, I think one of my biggest resolutions is going 
to center on the way I think about, write about and treat others 
– especially those “others” who are working so diligently to 
restrict the rights of LGBT people because they believe that their 
Bible tells them to. 

Long before I was out as bi, you see, I was very out as a 
Jesus-admiring, non-Christian shaman. In other words, I wasn’t 
exactly a favorite among right-wing in-laws and various relatives.  
Add the whole bi thing, and the damage done by religious 
extremists and their social policies to close friends of mine, and 
that particular chip on my shoulder has grown to rather scary 
proportions. 

Anger, however, isn’t getting me anywhere. It sours my 
stomach and my words, and in the end it hurts innocent people 
who mean me no harm. The ones I’m angry at don’t give a damn 
what I think. And the fact is that many of them do sincerely 
believe that it is their job to save me from the nasty afterlife they 
believe is in store for me. In fact, the ones slightly to the right of 
the middle are probably just as ignorant about and afraid of me as 
I’ve allowed myself to become of them. 

It’s those people in the middle, though, even on the right side of 
that middle, that all of us who value equality need to reach. I don’t 
reach those people when I take that chip off my shoulder and hurl 
it at them as a weapon.

So this year I vow to feel a little longer, and consider a little 
more carefully, before I attempt to communicate with or respond 
to anti-GLBT, right-wing rhetoric. Fear and anger lead only to 
more fear and anger, and it’s time that one side or the other in this 
struggle decided to keep the peace. I can fight the lies without 
hurting the people who, willfully or not, choose to believe those 
lies. Who knows? – I may even be able to reach a few undecided 
hearts in the process.

Dawn Wolfe is Triangle Foundation’s Director of 
Communications.  For more information about Triangle visit: 
www.tri.org 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Our families 
by Mary E Boudreau

An “Attitude of Gratitude”
I can’t believe it’s almost Thanksgiving 

again!  It’s one of my favorite holidays for 
a number of reasons.  Everyone (in this 
country) is celebrating the same thing at once, 

regardless of religion or culture.  People seem to find many ways 
to get together with loved ones--even if they are new friends that 
hardly know one another at a large gathering, the atmosphere is 
one of togetherness!  I also like the fact that the only shopping is 
grocery, and that even I can cook some of the items.  It seems to 
be a day that generates generosity. 

As our children get older, we are entering a new layer of 
coordination with schedules and extended networks.  Susan and I 
try to alternate holiday gatherings and even sometimes combine 
our families for events.  This can make for a very large mob 
scene, because between us we have eight siblings and twenty-two 
nieces and nephews (most of whom have significant others and 
even some kids of their own!). We are very lucky that we are 
able to be open about our relationship with our families, and so 
we can worry about more important issues like jellied or whole 
cranberries. 

Unfortunately, so many GLBT folks don’t have the luxury of 
an open and accepting family.  That’s why it is so important to 
be supportive and family to one another.  Check in with your 
friends and make sure everyone has a family atmosphere to 
join this Thanksgiving!  Connect with a group of people to do 
something special for the community, like hold a food drive for a 
shelter or LAAN pantry, do a “rake and run” for neighbors who 
can’t take care of their own leaves, or serve a good meal for the 
homeless.  We can all take on an “Attitude of Gratitude” and make 
Thanksgiving a special event. 

(Publisher’s Note – As has been noted elsewhere in the 
newsletter, this article was to have been included in the November 
issue.  However. an “Attitude of Gratitude” is as worthwhile for 
New Years as it was for Thanksgiving!!)

Triangle News 
– Part II
Christianist Mercenaries,  
Michigan, and You
by Dawn Wolfe

His name is Erik Prince, and he is the founder and CEO of a 
mercenary army that is receiving hundreds of millions of our 
tax dollars. His late father, Edgar, founded the anti-gay Family 
Research Council. His mother, Elsa Prince, gives lavish amounts 
of money to the Family Research Council, Focus on the Family, 
and the Council for National Policy, an organization that wants 
to re-write our Constitution to make the United States one nation 
under their idea of God. 

Oh, and by the way - his brother-in-law, Dick DeVos, is a 
former and probably future candidate for Governor of the state of 
Michigan. 

In other words, these people are all right-wing religious 
extremists who want to criminalize our sexual orientations and 
gender identities. And not only do they have money and major ties 
to the White House, they also have access to a lot of automatic 
weapons. 

Scared yet? 
There is no evidence that the right-wing extremist groups that 

are benefitting from Blackwater also want to use Blackwater’s 
guns to take over the country in the name of their idea of god. 
However, we do know three things:

* Blackwater not only has lots of ammo, but staff who are not 
afraid to shoot civilians.

* Religious extremists across the country and right here 
in Michigan have close ties - family ties - to this mercenary 
organization.

* Literally hundreds of millions of our tax dollars are going to 
fund Blackwater and, by extension, the very people who want to 
put us back in the closet using the force of law.

What can you do? 
We aren’t powerless yet. There are indeed things that you can 

do to lessen the threat of these Christianist mercenaries: 
* Contact your U.S. Representative and our U.S. Senators right 

now and tell them no more tax money for Blackwater and other 
mercenary armies. 

* Forward this newsletter to every equality-minded person you 
know and ask them to contact their U.S. elected officials, too. 

* Tell everyone you know about Dick DeVos’ ties to rich, 
right-wing extremists and their guns. It also wouldn’t hurt if you 

asked everyone you know to never, ever do business with Amway/
Alticor, because the DeVos family is just as involved with the 
Christianists as Prince is.  

* Join Triangle Foundation with an investment of $35, $50, 
or $100 today. We are doing everything we can to protect and 
promote fairness in the face of these threats to our civil liberties.

Dawn Wolfe is Triangle’s Director of Communications.  
You can read more of Dawn’s commentary on her blog, www.
biwonkette.org. 
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Welcome Home!

706-2518

332-5100

James D. Noble
REALTOR®

jamesdnoble@briarwoodrealty.com

Smart Money
Save on the 
Same Page
by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 
Planner

Does your portfolio compliment your 
partner’s?

In many partnerships one member 
invests conservatively and the other, 
aggressively. The result is a combined 
portfolio appropriate for their shared goals.

Though ideal at first glance, this 
arrangement can have serious unintended 
consequences for couples. 

Consider two simplified examples. Jim 
and Roger are both 45 and investing for 
retirement. Julie and Anne are also both 45 
and investing for retirement.

Jim aggressively invests 100% of his 
portfolio in stocks. His partner, Roger, 
conservatively invests 50% each in stocks 
and bonds.

Jim and Roger’s combined portfolios 
average to 75% stocks and 25% bonds, an 
appropriate mix for their ages.

Julie and Anne are similar. Julie 
aggressively invests 80% in stocks and 
20% in bonds. Anne is more conservative 
with 70% stocks and 30% bonds. 

Julie and Anne’s combined portfolios 
also average to an appropriate 75% stock 
and 25% bond mix.

Ten years later Roger (from the first 
couple) and Anne (from the second couple) 
both have medical emergencies resulting 
in large medical bills paid from retirement 
savings.

Under current tax law, an individual can 
deduct medical expenses exceeding 7.5% 
of their gross income. Roger and Anne 
must pay their medical expenses from their 
own retirement savings to be allowed to 
deduct them, not their partners’.

However, Roger will likely have far 
less money available to pay medical 
expenses than Anne, since Roger was more 
conservative in his investment approach. 

This means Roger will deplete a larger 
percentage of his retirement savings to pay 
medical bills than Anne, which may leave 
Roger under-prepared for retirement.

Here’s the point. It’s better for an 
aggressive-investing partner to be a bit less 
aggressive and the conservative-investing 
partner to be a bit less conservative to 
ensure the needs of the individuals and 
their partnership are equally met.

Another pitfall is partnership 
dissolution. If a split occurs, Roger may 
leave the partnership with inadequate 
retirement savings and a less-than-
appropriate portfolio.

Everyone hopes to remain healthy and 
together for a long time. There’s certainly 
nothing wrong with that! Just be sure to 
prepare for the unexpected by balancing 
your investing approach with your 
partner’s.

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com.

Brian Winters is President and 
Financial Planner at Guardian Financial 
Planning, LLC, an independent Registered 
Investment Advisor serving the planning 
and investment needs of the LGBT 
community throughout Lansing, Jackson 
and Ann Arbor. He can be reached at 
brian@7advice.com.
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Loyal and new members of LAHR—
Do you know, in Michigan, LAHR is the oldest local LGBT 

organization in existence?  LAHR began is September, 1979 
and just began its 29th year.  Our long and successful run has 
been determined, among other things, by the commitment of 
our members, the success of our leaders on the Board, and the 
quality of our newsletter. 

Our immediate past President of the Board, Dennis Hall 
was one of these LAHR success producers.  Under Dennis’ 
leadership LAHR hosted a speaker’s series in which every 
local candidate for the state legislature appeared to meet and 
speak to members of our community.  Candidates for the 
Lansing City Council appeared at another OutSpoken event 
held under Dennis’ strong and skilled leadership.  And the 
subject of one of these events, was Second Parent Adoption, 
a child welfare act that will provide a child two legal parents, 
whether those parents are married or not. 

But our most important project achieved by LAHR this 
past year, was passage of a Lansing Human Rights Ordinance 
inclusive of sexual orientation and gender identity.  Thank 
you, Dennis, for your strong leadership that moved LAHR 
forward this past year.

  Thank you to the rest of the Board members who have 
served us well this past year and beyond.  Cynthia Paul as 
Treasurer, Mia Tioli as member at large, Robin Reed as Vice 
President.  Thank you to these fine activists for your service 
to LAHR.

Returning to the board, are Nancy VanHoozier, Secretary, 

Cindy Redman is the new Vice President, Mike Carlson will 
continue as Director of the LGBT Hotline, Bill Beachler 
returns to the board and continues as Publisher of our 
newsletter.  And I return to the Board in a new position 
as President.  Just having been elected as treasurer is Joe 
Marutiak. Michael Foland is running the two LAHR List 
serves. And elected as Members at large are Nancy English 
and Jillian Pastoor.  And we are fortunate in having some 
other people who have expressed interest in serving LAHR 
as members of the Board.   Added to our resources is Melissa 
Cogswell of Focus Media who helped us emerge from a 
virtual website quagmire.

I am very grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve 
LAHR in this new position.  I am very appreciative of all 
who came before me and I am humbled by the company in 
which I’ve been placed.  Presidents with whom I have worked 
with in my relatively brief time in Lansing include William 
Sawyer, Chris Swope, Bob Egan , Cheryl Vanderkerhove, 
Matt Weingarden, and finally Dennis Hall.

Please contact me or any other board member should you 
have an idea that you wish for LAHR to pursue or if you 
too wish a more active involvement in a mighty and Proud 
LAHR. 

(Publisher’s Note – As has been noted elsewhere in the 
newsletter, this article was to have been included in the 
November issue.  Since it is the first introductory letter from 
our new President, is informative and says thank you to many 
people , we are including it in this issue.)

Advertising Welcome
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

Please check out the excellent ads in the 
LGBT News and support these businesses, 
services and organizations.  These 
advertisements enable the LGBT News to 
continue our long history of publication.  
This newsletter is the oldest continuously 
published monthly newsletter in Michigan 
dating back to the first issue in Sept., 1979.  
(Check out the LAHR history on our new 
Web site at www.LAHROnline.org .)

Please encourage other LGBT 
supportive businesses, services and 

organizations to add their support of the 
newsletter by contacting us to place an 
ad in the future.  The LGBT News needs 
additional new advertising to continue our 
current excellent format.  We have always 
tried to present a professional balance 
between advertising and content.

If you have a business, service or are 
involved in an organization or if you know 
of someone who is, please contact us to 
place your ad in an upcoming newsletter.  
Check out the box on the back page for 
details.  Also, our layout person, Vicky, is 
one of the best in Michigan and can help 

you if you need help.
If you have questions or would like to 

place an ad, please contact me at 517-337-
1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

LAHR Member / 
Newsletter Information
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

As some of you may have noticed, we 
were unable to publish the November 
newsletter.  What we attempted to do was 
to merge the November article folder 
and the December article folder together.  
This did result in an excellent December 

newsletter; however, it also caused a little 
confusion here and there.  Sorry for the 
confusion.  Also, for those who contributed 
articles that were not included in 
December, the material will be published 
in Jan. if it is still timely.

In addition, missing a month will 
cause a little confusion for those who 
had memberships due during those 
months.  We used the November labels 

for the December issue and will use the 
December labels for the January issue.  
This mismatch will be corrected for the 
February issue.  Again, sorry for any 
confusion.  For those who paid their 
memberships, but who are continuing to 
receive their notice, please forgive us and 
everything will be back on track soon.

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

For more information contact  
Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�19 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
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Pastor Paul 
by Paul S. Downie

Thanksgiving: 
Hyposcrisy or 
Healing?

November.  Leaves 
fall, autumn soon yields 

to winter, and Thanksgiving Day is at 
hand.  Given the evil heaped upon Native 
Americans by our colonial ancestors 
soon after that first Thanksgiving Day, 
some today will cry hypocrisy and say 
Bah humbug! to Thanksgiving Day.  
But I refuse to be chained to past evils 
committed by our colonial ancestors and 
since then.

The Thanksgiving Day feast shared with 
my family nourishes within me a spirit 
of thankfulness for the many blessings in 
my life.  That inner spirit of thankfulness 
inspires and energizes me to do all in my 
power to further the cause of justice for 
all who are marginalized or are victims 
of poverty, discrimination, harassment, 
bullying, fear, or hate crimes.  Victims 
of injustice include Native Americans, 
African Americans, Arab Americans, 
Muslims, immigrants, all who live in 
desperate poverty, and Lesbian/Gay/
Bisexual/Transgender persons.

   But a Thanksgiving Day feast shared 
with loving family is not an option for 
persons subject to emotional abuse and 
conflict in a dysfunctional family, LGBT 
persons rejected by family because of their 
sexuality, families separated by war, and 
persons who are alone for any reason.  A 
possible option might be for you to share 
the feast with loving friends to whom you 
have become substitute family, or in some 
way to share the feast with some who will 
otherwise be alone and/or hungry that day.

Thanksgiving Day may have its value 
as an annual national holiday, but one may 
still ask, What good is Thanksgiving?  I 
believe it is vital not only to our spiritual 
wellbeing, but to our mental, emotional, 
and physical health as well.  Focusing our 
mental, emotional, and spiritual energies 
onthankfulness leaves little room for the 
destructive energies of self-blame and 
self-pity.  After 9 years of serious medical 
adventures, it would be easy for me to 
indulge self-blame and self-pity: If only I 
had taken effective steps to lower my very 
high cholesterol, and why me?

  Such a path is futile and destructive.  
I cannot go back and change the past.  I 
accept my mistakes without self-blame, 
and focus my energies on living now.  
Self-pity would seriously degrade my 
mental and emotional health, adding risk 
factors for further disintegration of my 
overall health.

By the grace of God I have dodged 
several potentially lethal bullets, and I am 
filled with thankfulness.  This brings me 
inner strength, peace, joy.

Unhappy with work?  Give thanks 
that you have a job in a day of high 
unemployment and outsourcing, even as 
you seek a change.  Unhappy where you 
live?  Give thanks for shelter and warmth, 
when millions have neither, even as you 
seek change.  Give thanks that you were 
not born into grinding poverty and despair 
in Calcutta, India.  Are you LGBT, and 
suffering discrimination and rejection 
and fear?  Give thanks that you do not 
live under resurgent rule of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, where if outed you would 
be executed.  But then work zealously 
to secure equal justice here and now.  I 
encourage you to nourish thankfulness.  
Crowd out destructive energies of 
self-blame and self-pity with the liberating 
and energizing power of daily,

intentional, thankfulness!
Thus inspired and empowered, let those 

magnificent words in  Micah 6 burn with 
radiant beauty and power within you:  

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good.  
And what does God require of you, but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God.”

The Rev. Paul S. Downie is an active 
Episcopal Church priest of 47 years, taught 
30 years at Lansing Community College 
until he retired there in May 2005, and 
received the LAHR Prism award as Ally of 
the Year for 2000.  E-mail:  <pastorpaul@
voyager.net>.   Phone:  (517) 332-2326 
(until 9:30 pm)

(Publisher’s Note – As has been noted 
elsewhere in the newsletter, this article was 
to have been included in the November 
issue.  However. Pastor Paul’s message is 
as worthwhile for New Years as it was for 
Thanksgiving!!)

THE 
HOTLINE
332-3200

Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.
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A Matter of Law
by Pam Sisson, 
Attorney & Mediator

What’s My 
Support 
System
Part 2

You may be 
disappointed if you fail,

But you are doomed if you don’t try.
-Beverly Sills, b. 1929, 

American opera singer and manager
Many of my clients have been in the 

midst of major life transitions while I 
was representing them.  I have often had 
occasion to discuss with a client what I 
would call his or her support system.  The 
components of a support system include 
friends/emotional support, health, fitness, 
education/job/career and religion.  I 
discussed friends/emotional support and 
health in Part 1.  

Fitness.  What is your current fitness 
regimen? (Write it down, be honest!)  
What sort of fitness program do you 
envision for yourself. (Continue writing 
down the answers to these questions.)  
Describe one small step you could take 
toward this fitness program, i.e. walking 
half a mile three times a week.  Try taking 
this one step for say a couple of weeks.  
If this works well for you, add the next 
step.  How is your nutrition?  Do you 

have a balanced diet?  Do you need to eat 
a little more or a little less?  Try to focus 
on healthy foods with the occasional 
treat.  If you are unfamiliar with nutrition, 
educate yourself regarding this issue by 
reading books, checking the internet, or 
contacting your county health department.  
Finally, try to get enough rest, don’t 
drink caffeine later in the day or at night, 
don’t eat too late in the evening and try to 
build some relaxing activities into your 
lifestyle (reading, music, art, walking, 
knitting, etc.).  Do NOT diet unless it is 
recommended by your doctor.

Education/job/career.  Do you have a 
desire or need to further your education?  
If so, where would you do this, at what 
school/college?  Explore the costs, 
including travel, room and board, tuition, 
and financial aid.  If you sense that you 
want to pursue your education but have 
no idea where to start, career counselors 
are generally available at local community 
colleges, even if you do not attend that 
college.  This generally includes an 
analysis of two things: what you are good 
at, and what you enjoy doing (which are 
not the same thing).  I highly recommend 
using this resource, or something similar, 
even if you are well established in a career, 
if you sense that you might possibly want 
to move in a different direction.  Do you 
have a job?  Are you happy with your 
job?  If not, what can you do to change the 
situation? What would you like to be doing 
for a living? (Again, write out a plan.)  

Start taking small steps to implement your 
plan.  If your dream job involves moving, 
do an analysis of the resources you have 
where you are compared with the resources 
you would have where you want to work.  
This should include family help, financial 
resources, housing, transportation, 
health insurance, etc.  Sometimes, after 
a thorough analysis, our dream job ends 
up being right where we already are.  
Regardless, it helps a great deal to do 
the analysis.  Is there some training you 
would like to have for other than economic 
reasons?  This might include cooking, 
yoga, music, drama, or anything else you 
are interested in.  If you are worried about 
your age, you might want to consider this 
story.  A friend of mine thought maybe she 
was too old to pursue her dream career.  
She was advised, “You’re going to be that 
old anyway, so why not do what you want 
to do?”   (To be continued).

(Publisher’s Note – As has been noted 
elsewhere in the newsletter, this article was 
to have been included in the November 
issue.  Therefore, Part 3 was published 
before Part 2.  Sorry!)
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Lansing Area AIDS Network
Care Coordination
Since 1986, LAAN’s care coordinators have worked with over 

450 HIV+ men, woman and children assisting in planning for 
needed services and acting as a central point of access for care 
and support services in the community. LAAN offers emergency 
assistance with mortgage and rent payments; utility bills; 
medical/dental costs; child care expenses; food and nutritional 
supplements; transportation; and coordinates with other 
community service providers.

Volunteer Programs
Many volunteer opportunities are available at LAAN including 

the Buddy Program, which links trained volunteers who 
provide practical and emotional support, social integration and 
friendship to persons living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers are also 
needed for general office support, special events, staffing for 
LAAN’s food pantry program and help with transportation for 
clients.

Support Groups
Current LAAN support groups include:
HIV+ Men’s Group
Positively Aware Series

Anonymous Counseling  
& Testing Schedule
Listening Ear (East Lansing) 

313 West Grand River 
Thursday from 6-9 PM 

Appointment Only

Young’s Landing (Old Town) 
Greater Lansing African American Health 

511 East Grand River 
Wednesday from 6-9 PM 

Walk-In

LAAN Main Office 
913 West Holmes, Suite 115 

First and Third Thursday of Every Month from 3-9 PM 
Appointment Only 

Serving the HIV affected community since 1985. 

For more information about the LAAN, visit them online at: www.lansingareaaidsnetwork.org 

913 West Holmes, Suite 115, Lansing, MI 48910 - (517)394-3560 - (517)394-1298 FAX - laancontact@lansingareaaidsnetwork.org

HIV Prevention Programs
Prevention outreach and risk reduction is provided through 

presentations to community groups, schools, treatment centers, 
shelters, churches, and universities. LAAN utilizes trained 
volunteers to assist with promoting LAAN services and community 
resources throughout the region.

HIV+ Womens Group
Client Education Workshops

Welcome Julica 
Hermann to MSU
from GLFSA

Julica Hermann was recently hired 
as the assistant director of the MSU 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Gay, Transgender 
Resource Center.  Julica has a wide 
range of experience working with 
college students through teaching, 
residence life, orientation programs, 
diversity training and student leadership 
development.  She has taught sociology, 
English, and community service courses 
at the college level, and is the recipient 
of several teaching awards and honors.  
Most recently, Julica served as Assistant 
Director for Educational Outreach for the 
Office of LGBT Affairs at the University 
of Michigan.  She is also the founder and 
Co-Head Coach of True Calling Coaching, 
a life coaching business dedicated to 
supporting college students and the staff 
that work with them.

Julica’s commitment to social justice 
began when she first came to the United 
States from Mexico to attend college 
and began to negotiate a life of border-
crossing.  She now seeks not only to 
inspire others to become powerful agents 

for social change, but to do so in a way 
that is filled with joy, creativity and self-
expression.

Julica earned her BA in Political 
Science, her MA in Sociology and 
her Masters in Social Work all at the 
University of Michigan.

LAHR welcomes Julica to MSU and to 
the greater Lansing area and encourages 
her to reach out to the community!!

IMPORTANT FILM 
For The Bible  
Tells Me So
from PFLAG / Jackson

Can the love between two people ever be 
an abomination? Is the chasm separating 
gays and lesbians and Christianity too 
wide to cross? Is the Bible an excuse to 
hate?

Winner of the Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at the Seattle International 
Film Festival, Dan Karslake’s provocative, 
entertaining documentary brilliantly 
reconciles homosexuality and Biblical 
scripture, and in the process reveals that 
Church-sanctioned anti-gay bias is based 
almost solely upon a significant (and often 

malicious) misinterpretation of the Bible. 
As the film notes, most Christians live 
their lives today without feeling obliged to 
kill anyone who works on the Sabbath or 
eats shrimp (as a literal reading of scripture 
dictates).

Through the experiences of five very 
normal, very Christian, very American 
families -- including those of former 
House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt 
and Episcopalian Bishop Gene Robinson 
-- we discover how insightful people of 
faith handle the realization of having a gay 
child. Informed by such respected voices 
as Bishop Desmond Tutu, Harvard’s Peter 
Gomes, Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg 
and Reverend Jimmy Creech, FOR THE 
BIBLE TELLS ME SO offers healing, 
clarity and understanding to anyone caught 
in the crosshairs of scripture and sexual 
identity.

Produced and Directed by Daniel 
Karslake

Watch or ask your local theater to show 
this film!!

SUBSCRIBE TO 
GLBT NEWS TODAY!



11January 2008

Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

THE 
HOTLINE
332-3200

Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.

LCC & Health Benefits
from the LAHR List Service

Lansing Community College’s decision 
to cut domestic partner benefits to its non-
union employees doesn’t seem to have 
raised much of a ruckus on campus, reports 
the Lansing State Journal.  That’s likely 
due to the fact that, according to Board 
of Trustees liaison James Humphries, no 
non-union employees were using those 
benefits. 
But the move has left college leaders with 
a decision: 
• Leave things as they stand. 
• Try, as some other institutions in the 
state have done, to find ways to offer such 
benefits that don’t run afoul of the state’s 
ban on gay marriage. 
• Wait until the state Supreme Court 
considers the issue later this year.

It was the 2004 ban on gay marriage, or 
the latest interpretation of it, Humphries 
said, that drove the board’s decision.  
The state Court of Appeals ruled 
earlier this year that the ban prevents 
public universities and state and local 
governments from providing health 
insurance benefits to employees’ same sex 
partners.

“Unless something should change, if 
the law changes or there’s another legal 
interpretation, then LCC will follow the 
law,”  Humphries said. “We must adhere to 
the decision of the court.”

For the time being, union employees at 
LCC are safe. They have domestic partner 
benefits written into their contracts, which 
don’t expire until 2010.  At present, only 
three LCC union employees use domestic 
partner benefits and some union leaders 
said the impending loss of those  
benefits is not a serious concern.

It is a concern for Derek Smiertka, 
director of Michigan Equality.  Smiertka 
noted that other institutions in the state, 
Michigan State University and the 
University of Michigan among them, have 
found ways to offer benefits to employees’ 
same-sex partners while still staying 
within the bounds of the law, essentially by 
laying out criteria for eligibility that target 
those in domestic partner relationships 
without making specific reference to such 
relationships.

LCC is apparently looking into similar 
plans.  “Our ability to offer health benefits 
is essential to recruiting and retaining 
the best faculty and staff,” said Kelly 
Cunningham, a university spokesperson.

LCC Board Chairman Chris Laverty 
said, “We’re taking a look at any options 
or alternatives that are out there that are 
within the law.”  But at least one board 
member, Trustee Tom Rasmusson, said 
he would definitely be in favor of offering 
something like domestic partner benefits, 
saying he didn’t think of it as a “gay rights 
issue” so much as “a household issue.”  “If 
there are non-traditional households on 
campus, we want them to have equal pay 
for equal work,” he said.

The Lansing State Journal article this 
edited version is based upon was written 
by Matthew Miller. 
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In pain?
Curious what 
Chiropractic 
can do for you?

We specialize in:
• Headaches
• Womenʼs Health
• Back Pain
• Sports Injuries

with this coupon
*New Patients Only

517.316.1277
1770 East Grand River • East Lansing, MI 48823

www.backbonechiro.com • doctorb@backbonechiro.com

by Bill Beachler, Publisher
LGBT holiday entertainment was alive and well during December.  The 

Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus performed during Silver Bells before 
the parade and the lighting of the State’s holiday tree.  In addition, the 
Chorus performed during the Dickens Festival in Old Town.  The Great 
Lakes Pride Band also performed at the Dickens Festival.  Both groups 
performed outside on the corner of Grand River and Turner in the park.  In 
addition, the band performed indoors at the Gallery.  See the pictures of the 
Chorus and the Band at the Dickens Festival.

Also, during December, was the Annual Holiday Concert.  This year’s 
concert broke all attendance records.  If there would not have been for a 
snow storm during the Saturday night performance, it is estimated over 
1,000 people would have participated, including the members of Sistrum, 
the Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus, and the Great Lakes Pride Band.  
This annual event is growing in popularity and is a “must see.”  See the 
pictures of the Choruses and the Band at the “Night of Hope, Day of Peace” 
Holiday Concert.

Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus 
at the Old Town Dickens Fesitval

Sistrum & the Greater lansing Gay Men’s 
Chrous at the Holiday Concert

Great Lakes Pride Band at the Holiday Concert

LGBT Holiday 
Entertainment

Great Lakes Pride Band at the Old Town 
Dickens Fesitval
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Negative Sexual Harassment Ruling
from the Internet

The following information from the Internet demonstrates the need to amend the 
Michigan Civil Rights Act and it also demonstrates that LGBT people would not be the 
only beneficiaries.  

A male Ford Motor Company employee’s claim that a string of sexual horseplay 
pranks played on him by a male co-worker was sexually motivated, is not grounds for a 
sexual harassment case under the law, the Michigan Court of Appeals ruled. 

Same-gender hostile work environments are not covered by the Michigan Civil Rights 
Act and unless Robert Robinson can prove his co-worker is a homosexual motivated by 
sexual desire, he can’t make the sexual harassment claim. 

However, Robinson may have a case against Ford and Darren Smith on the basis that 
the antics were of a “sexual nature” and the Court of Appeals asked the trial court to rule 
whether the butt slapping, nipple grabbing, pubic hair throwing and crotch grinding, 
among other things, fall into that sexual nature strata. 

Appellate judges Pat Donofrio, Richard Bandstra and Brian Zahra made the ruling in 
Robinson v Ford (No. 271395).

Our Washington 
and HRC 
Connection 

by Bill Castellani
HRC was 

disappointed that 
the Hate Crimes bill 
was pulled from 
the Congressional 
agenda. It had been 
attached to the Military 
appropriations bill. 

Word is that Dems may try again to 
introduce it as a stand alone bill in 
February 2007.  Activists were cheered 
that this bill was inclusive of all of the 
GLBT community. 

It was the Employment Non-
Discrimination bill (ENDA) that invoked 
controversy, since it was stripped of the 
trans-inclusion by Congressional allies. 
This bill has fallen off of the agenda. 
Commentators have suggested that 
Congress await a new president or more 
favorable Congress before introduction. 

 Republican presidential candidate 
Governor Mike Huckabee made news 
when the Associated Press reported on 
comments he made in 1992 advocating the 
isolation of AIDS patients from the general 
public.  In the offensive statements, 
Huckabee also stated that he opposed 
increased federal funding in the search for 
a cure and said homosexuality could “pose 
a dangerous public health risk.” In a FOX 
News interview recently, Huckabee stood 
by his remarks and said he still believes 
today that people living with HIV and 
AIDS should have been “isolated” even 
after it was determined the virus was not 
spread through casual contact. 

 Such uninformed information!!
 The Human Rights Campaign has 

joined a competition being run by The 
Case Foundation to test the potential 
of citizen-led 
philanthropy via the 
Internet. To learn 
more about how you 
can participate in the 
spirit of giving and 
lend a hand to HRC, 
please visit giving.
casefoundation.
org/givingchallenge/
home. 

Look What Will Happen in Old Town - Part I
(Publisher’s Note:  The following story is from Capital News about the recent grant 

Old Town won in national competition.  LAHR and the members of the LAHR List Serve 
planned a key role in the competition by posting notices and casting votes for Old Town.)

It was hours before Mats would return to Janna Nichols’ Old Town Lansing store, but 
she was already excited: “I actually can hardly wait. It’s driving me crazy!”

Mats is Mats Nilsson, the Swedish-born creative director of IKEA U.S., and Janna’s 
store, Gone 2 the Dogs, is one of ten Old Town businesses selected by IKEA for a 
makeover. It is the culmination of events that began last summer when the Old Town 
Commercial Association (OTCA) entered IKEA’s Small Business Big Dreams Contest. 
The winning group of small businesses would collect a “Main Street Makeover” courtesy 
of IKEA.

Old Towners made a persuasive video of their corner of the world, as did dozens of 
other communities across America. The top videos were put on IKEA.com, and the 
voting began.  On September 12, representatives from the Canton, Michigan IKEA store 
came to town and announced that Old Town Lansing had won.

“I think that what really clinched it for us was that they saw the huge outpouring of 
public support for us, not just from Lansing, but literally we had votes from around the 
world,” says Jamie Schriner-Hooper, OTCA executive director. “They said they saw that 
this would just be a great community to work with.”

The ten lucky Lansing businesses? OTCA, Portable Feast & Friends, Such Video, The 
Sierra Club, Elderly Instruments, The Headroom Salon, Gone 2 the Dogs, Preuss Pets, 
Vernadine’s Soul Food, and Pablo’s Panaderia.

Gallery Adds Indie Films to Old Town
from the Internet

John Addis just moved his web design and photography business into a 1,300 square 
foot space in Old Town, with plans to start screening independent films.  The AE Studio 
and Gallery opened early in August at 523 E. Grand River, and owner Addis will soon 
be offering local artists and filmmakers a new venue to show their work.  For the film 
screenings, Addis will clear out the gallery and let independent filmmakers set up shop on 
his 80-inch screen. 

Addis already has 35 chairs that he’ll set out for film enthusiasts so they can enjoy the 
show and share their thoughts; he wants filmmakers to be able to show their short films 
and get critiques from the audience and other filmmakers.

Right now, the walls of the renovated space are covered with pieces contributed by 
local artists. Addis still runs his photography and web design businesses from the back of 
the gallery.  Ultimately, Addis hopes to have some kind of after-hours production every 
Friday, with local independent film screenings once a month.  On the other three Fridays, 
he plans on inviting unique local musicians to perform in the gallery.  
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Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.

Who Cares Why Gays 
Are Gay?
The Chicago Sun-Times | Msrch 22, 2007 
(http://www.suntimes.com/news/
otherviews/308093,CST-NWS-contro22.
article) By Nancy C. Unger

The “gay sheep” research on rams from 
the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station in 
Idaho set off a fire storm of controversy. 
In an effort to understand what causes 
homosexuality in rams (which inhibits 
breeding), scientists sought to produce 
artificially same-sex preference behavior 
in male sheep. If they could figure out how 
to make sheep gay, perhaps they could 
figure out how to make them straight. 

Their efforts failed, but the strong 
suggestion that sexual preference is 
biologically determined in animals has 
again raised the question: Is sexual 
orientation a lifestyle that is chosen or a 
fact of life that is biologically hard-wired? 

According to Frank Kameny, a pioneer 
of the gay rights movement, the correct 
answer is, and always has been: “Who 
cares!” 

Before the Stonewall riots of 1969 
that mark the beginning of the modern 
gay liberation movement, many gay men 
and lesbians earnestly debated among 
themselves the causes of homosexuality. 
Kameny held a minority position when he 
publicly maintained in the 1960s that the 
cause was not important. 

Banned from government service
Some gay men and lesbians during the 

‘60s accepted the conventional wisdom 
that they were sick, and sought cures. 
Hormone injections, psychological 
counseling and shock treatments were 
among the medically approved correctives, 
despite their lack of tangible long-term 

results. 
Other homosexuals rejected the 

diagnosis of pathology but were torn as to 
how to gain acceptance from the straight 
community. Today’s emphases on gay 
pride and being openly different were 
nonexistent. 

Kameny urged a different approach. 
A veteran of World War II, he looked 

toward a bright future when he received 
his Ph.D. in astronomy from Harvard in 
1956. He was hired by the U.S. Army 
Map Service, only to lose his job when it 
was learned that he had been arrested at a 
popular cruising ground for gay men on 
investigation of a morals charge. Though 
the charges were dropped, he was barred 
for life from government service. 

The country, deeply enmeshed in the 
Cold War, lost Kameny’s valuable skills. 
This loss of critical support is repeated 
today in the military’s discharge of Arabic-
speaking linguists solely on the basis of 
their homosexuality. 

After the last of his many appeals to 
be reinstated was denied, Kameny led 
the first gay and lesbian demonstration 
in front of the White House in 1965. 
In addition to demanding that the Civil 
Service Commission revise its policies to 
recognize the rights of all U.S. citizens, 

Kameny took the gay and lesbian 
community to task for its apologetic 
approach to gaining civil rights. In 
particular, he urged that its members quit 
debating whether homosexuality is caused 
by nature or nurture. 

  In a speech July 22, 1964, Kameny 
spelled out an alternative approach: 

“I do not see the NAACP and CORE 
worrying about which chromosome and 
gene produced a black skin, or about the 
possibility of bleaching the Negro. I do 
not see any great interest on the part of the 

B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation League in 
the possibility of solving problems of anti-
Semitism by converting Jews to Christians. 
. . . We are interested in obtaining rights 
for our respective minorities AS Negroes, 
AS Jews, and AS HOMOSEXUALS. Why 
we are Negroes, Jews or homosexuals 
is totally irrelevant, and whether we 
can be changed to whites, Christians, or 
heterosexuals is equally irrelevant.” 

Race then, sexuality now
At that time in our nation, many 

Americans were still violently opposed 
to the Brown vs. Board of Education 
ruling desegregating schools, which had 
been issued only 10 years earlier. They 
remained convinced that people of color 
were inherently unequal to whites, and 
continued to defend their stance with 
arguments based in biology and in social, 
religious and political tradition. 

Today, much of the bitterness, violence 
and controversy that fueled the debate over 
race has been transferred to homosexuality. 
The dignity of all persons continues to be 
challenged. 

Knowledge, says the old adage, is 
power. But no matter what is learned about 
what makes rams, or people, gay, it should 
hold no power in the assignment of human 
value and rights. 

Nancy C. Unger is an associate professor 
of history and women’s and gender studies 
at Santa Clara University. 

History News Network

Stabenow Responses to 
Anti-Gay Appointment

Thank you . . . for contacting me about 
your opposition to President Bush’s 
nomination of Leslie Southwick to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 
I share your concerns and I voted against 
this nomination. 

As you may know, Judge Southwick was 
nominated by President Bush last year to 
fill a vacancy on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit. As your U.S. Senator, 
I take judicial nominations very seriously 
and review each and every nomination 
carefully. Although I voted against Judge 
Southwick’s nomination, he was confirmed 
by the Senate on October 24, 2007 by a 
vote of 59-38.

Thank you for contacting me. Please do 
so again if I can be of assistance to you or 
your family. 

Sincerely,
Debbie Stabenow
United States Senator
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Join LAHR Today 
and Get a Free T-Shirt!

Presidential Primary Instructions
from Between The Lines

On Jan. 15, 2008 Michigan will hold its Presidential Primaries.  Voters will be 
given a ballot based on party affiliation. 

The following guidelines should be kept in mind:
1.  Voters will vote at their regular polling places between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.
2.  Voters can vote by absentee ballot if they meet one of the requirements:  will be 

out of town, age 60 or older, disability, are some of these.
3.  The deadline to register to vote was December 17, 2007.
4.  In order to vote at a polling place, a voter must show a photo ID or sign a 

statement that they do not have a photo ID with them.  Absentee voters do not 
have to produce a photo ID.

5.  Voters will be asked whether they want a Democratic or Republican ballot, and 
a record will be made of which ballot they take.

6.  The voter’s choice of candidate will be secret as in all public elections.
7.  The Democratic ballot will have 6 choices:
 Hillary Clinton Christopher Dodd
 Mike Gravel Dennis Kucinich 
 Uncommitted Write-in
8.  A vote for “uncommitted” is a vote to send delegates to the Democratic National 

Convention who are not committed or pledged to any candidate.  Those 
delegates can vote for any candidate they choose at the Convention.

9.  Supporters of Joe Biden, John Edwards, Barack Obama and Bill Richardson 
are urged to vote “uncommitted” instead of writing in their candidates’ names 
because write-in votes for those candidates will not be counted.

10. All Republican candidates will appear on the ballot.
Originally printed 12/13/2007 (Issue 1550 - Between The Lines News)

Michigan Supreme 
Court Hears DP Benefits 
Case
from Triangle Fouindation

On Tuesday, Nov. 6, the Michigan 
Supreme Court heard arguments in the 
case Pride at Work v. Granholm, which 
will determine whether or not the families 
of gay and lesbian state, municipal, school 
and university employees can receive 
health insurance and other employment 
benefits. 

Visit www.protectmifamilies.org  for 
more information on this important case.

Religious extremists have argued that 
Michigan’s anti-marriage constitutional 
amendment prohibits public employers 
from treating the families of their gay 
and lesbian employees equally. This case 
will decide the law - and the benefits of 
hundreds, if not thousands, of families - in 
Michigan. 
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Calendar of Events!
SUNDAY

Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John 
Student Parish, E. Lansing.
Volleyball -Sharp Park behind the Lansing Mall, 1:�0 sharp. Please 
call Bill for information at ���-1�19.
LAHR Reading Group - Second Sundays. Grand Cafe, �01 E. Grand 
River in Lansing’s Old Town at �:00 p.m. Contact Brian Mavis at 
brianinlansing@yahoo.com.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service 
- 1�01 Windsor St., Lansing, ��90�.   Contact (�1�) �9�-�0�0 for 
information.

MONDAY
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church,  
South Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - 9:00 p.m., �19 
S. Waverly Rd. 
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - �:�0 p.m. at Everybody Reads 
bookstore on East Michigan Ave. for information call Paul or Phil at 
�1�-���-1���.

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - Forth Tuesday casual group for the 
“creative class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grconline.org. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus rehearsal- Weekly rehearsals 
@ Pilgrim Congregational United Church of Christ-1�� S. 
Pennsylvania Ave. in Lansing.  Meet at �:00 p.m. sharp in the choir 
room in the lower level. For info email: info@glgmc.org, or visit: www.
glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsinthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization..
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - 9 p.m. for the winter, at Holiday Lanes on Grand 
River. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Friday, � �pm at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. Contact our 
advisor, Jennifer Spenny email: spennyj@lcc.edu  

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. �rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at ��01 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park 
Lake.  Contact Bill ���-1�19 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .
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Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ��901

or call (�1�) ���-9�99 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�19 or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

ON HOLD UNTIL WARMER WEATHER


