
Lansing Association for Human Rights

Lansing’s LGBT Connection!

building strong lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities in the lansing area

Great News From 
Ingham County!
from Michigan Equality

The Ingham County Commission 
completed their latest step in addressing 
the Domestic Partner Benefit issue.  The 
Commission passed a resolution that will 
establish Other Qualified Adult benefits 
for our managerial and confidential 
employees.  It is the Commission’s 
understanding that they will be doing 
the same with the rest of the employees 
as their collective bargaining process 
continues.  

Background - At issue - Does the 
Marriage Amendment to Michigan’s 
Constitution bar various public sector 
employers from providing health insurance 
benefits to employees’ qualified same-sex 
domestic partners? 

At the time Proposal 2 was adopted, 
many public employers were offering 

same-sex domestic 
partner 

benefits.  After its passage, Governor 
Granholm convinced the unions to put a 
hold on these benefits, stating there was a 
“legal cloud” over the current contracts. 
Although supporters of Proposal 2 has 
assured the public that the passage of the 
amendment would not affect domestic 
partner benefits, Michigan Attorney 
General Mike Cox wrote an opinion that 
“same-sex benefits are now in violation of 
Michigan’s Constitution.”  Even though 
the Ingham County Circuit Court held that 
the amendment “does not prohibit public 
employers from entering into contractual 
agreements with their employees to 
provide domestic partner benefits,” the 
Michigan Court of Appeals in 2007 
overruled the circuit court and eliminated 
benefits for same-sex couples that work for 
public entities.

The Michigan Supreme Court heard 
arguments from Cynthia Ann Paul, 
Attorney for amicus curiae Michigan Pride 
At Work; Governor Granholm’s office and 
Attorney General Mike Cox’s office.

National Pride at Work, in the case 
brought by the ACLU of Michigan, is 
asking the courts to declare that the 2004 
Proposal 2, which is now a constitutional 
amendment, does not prohibit public 
employers from offering domestic partner 
benefits. The Ingham County Circuit 
Court agreed with our position, but this 
decision was reversed by the Michigan 
Court of Appeals in February 2007. This 
case involves an interpretation of the 

Michigan Constitutional amendment- as 
to just how broadly or narrowly it can 
be used to limit recognition of same-sex 
couples in our State. We believe that the 
language of the amendment requires a 
narrow interpretation - that it prohibits 
same-sex marriage and anything that 
would be legally similar to marriage.  
Attorney General Mike Cox is arguing 
that this amendment prevents any form of 
recognition of same- sex couples in any 
context, including providing employment 
benefits - like health insurance. We don’t 
believe that voters in 2004 intended to 
take away health insurance benefits from 
families. This is a very important case, and 
one of the first times that the state’s highest 
court is interpreting the language of one of 
the “so-called” marriage amendments.

A decision is expected within three to 
six months.  Stay in touch with Michigan 
Equality for more information. 
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School Board Elections
May 6, 2008

By Penny Gardner, 

LAHR-PAC President
LAHR-PAC has 

sent questionnaires 
to candidates running 
in contested races for 
the local school board 
elections on May 6, 

2008.   It should be noted that East Lansing 
and Lansing school board elections will 
be in November.  Remember that an * 

means that we have received information 
about this candidate in the past, but did not 
receive a questionnaire for this election. 

The following are the ratings:  
HASLETT (Vote for 2)

Beverly Levy – Running Unopposed
Robert Fowler – Running Unopposed
“running unopposed”

HOLT (Vote for 2)
 Jeana McKee – Running Unopposed
Lori Murphy – Running Unopposed

OKEMOS (Vote for 2)
Gloria Anderson – Ignored Questionnaire
Damian Fisher - Positive

Robert McDonough - Positive
Jeffrey Theuer – Somewhat Positive*

 WAVERLY (Vote for 1)
Don Knechtel – Ignored Questionnaire
Kimberly Smith – Ignored Questionnaire
Ken Sudall – Ignored Questionnaire

There are many important issues that 
local schools decide – from bullying and 
educational curricula to student proms.  
It is important to the LGBT community 
to have positive people serving on local 
school boards.  Please vote on May 6, 
2008.

The LAHR Coffee Night group on Wednes-
day nights from 8 to 10 at Gone Wired Cafe 
- from left to right are: Michael, Jay, Mark, 
Brian, Bill, John, Dennis, Chad and Kevin.
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Letter from the Prez
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

If you are regular readers of our wonderful LAHR 
Newsletter, you may remember an article about the YODA 
(Young, Old, Disabled Action)  Monologues project for the 
Creating Change Conference in February of this year.  LAHR 
was one of the organizations that sponsored the street theater 
performances of stories of age and disability discrimination 
within our LGBT movement .  

The workshop and performances were successful in 
challenging people’s assumptions about the value to our 
movement of the Old, Young and/ or Disabled activists.   
Performances were held outside of the plenary sessions 
drawing crowds of people who watched and listened intently.  
Many flyers were distributed to the audiences and prospective 
audience members of the intent of the performances and issues 
surrounding ageism and ableism within our movement.  

To provide another audience of these street theater scripts 

it was suggested to me by Dennis Hall that a story a month 
be submitted to our newsletter from which the scripts were 
adapted.  
The first story is from an anonymous author about her 
workplace and its response to her invisible disabilities.  (Look 
for this story within this issue with the title YODA Monologue 
– Coming Out Crip. )  Other stories which I will submit to the 
newsletter are from members of our communities who are 
old and who’s value seen by the young is only historical or 
a financial resource.  I will send in a story of a blind person 
who was rudely abandoned on the dance floor of a bar because 
she put out her hand for assistance and was thought to be 
breaching boundaries, even though the blind woman had told 
the woman of her disability.  Please look for these stories and 
more in future issues of the LAHR Newsletter.

Penny 

Upgrading Our Victim Services 
from Triangle Foundation

We are often asked how many hate crimes have been committed 
in a particular city or county.  Or, we am asked how many of a 
certain type of crime, like vandalism, has occurred in the state of 
Michigan in a given period of time.  

The answer is always the same: “We need a couple of days to 
pull those figures together.”  

In the not-too-distant future this answer will be a thing of 
the past.  Thanks to our Victims of Crime Act grant and private 
funders, we’ve been able to purchase R/Client, a database that 
will allow us to store, organize and provide reports on anti-GLBT 
incidents that occur in Michigan. 

Thanks to these donors and this software we’ll be able to spend 
more time with victims and less time on paperwork.

Triangle’s Victim Services Department takes more than 100 
calls every quarter from GLBT victims of violence, harassment, 
discrimination and vandalism.  Some of our callers just need an 
understanding ear or a referral - others need us to help them with 
everything from filing a police report to providing support during 
the trial of the person or people who hurt them. 
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Nicole Hiserote & Cheryl VanDeKerkhove
2 years on April 26, 2008

The following people will be celebrating their Long Term Relationships (LTR):

The LAHR Long Term Relationship (LTR) group wants to promote the importance of a strong, committed relationship in the LGBT community.  If you have an anniversary 
for your relationship that you would like mentioned by the group, please email Greg at MILatino@aol.com .

Congratulations!

Reminder that Pet Support Services is supporting 
your participation in pet amnesty day at the North 

Precinct on June 7th!!!

As president of the newly formed Great 
Lakes Chapter of Pride At Work, AFL-
CIO, I now have a chance to do something 
I love; meet, listen and talk with different 
people.

Being a member of the LGBT 
community of Lansing for the last twenty-
one years has been a gift for me. I’ve 
actively supported many wonderful groups 
starting as a panel speaker with the LGBT 

Pride At Work
by Cin Diné

student group at MSU in 1987-88 up to my 
current position with Pride At Work.

I worked for the American Red Cross 
for sixteen years and was the 
Union Chief Steward. My 
participation on the negotiation 
teams for the contracts as well 
as enforcing the contract helped 
me learn how to make the 
working environment accepting 
of everyone and how to work 
towards getting the same 
benefits for all members.

Pride At Work is an 
organization that accepts all 
people and this inclusion fuels 
my passion.  LGBT, LGBT 
friendly, Union and Non Union 
people working together to 

make their work place safe, productive 
and inclusive will lend support for better 
understanding and acceptance of all in the 
community. 

Talking with the people in the 
community I’ve discovered that there is 
more support for equality then I thought. 
Some people’s reservation might exist 
because they just haven’t been in a position 

to interact with anyone who was openly 
LGBT. My hope for all my encounters 
with people is to develop a positive 
relationship with the LGBT community.

I’m aware of the fear in people’s 
hearts which lead to the horrible acts of 
discrimination and violence against the 
LGBT community.  I also know that the 
silence and inaction of the good hearted 
people is what keeps the violence going.  
Everyone needs to know the fight for equal 
rights is on going. LGBT people are denied 
equal rights in a country that is suppose to 
believe and cherish freedom and equality.

Pride At Work is currently engaged in 
a legal battle with the State of Michigan 
to get back the Domestic Partner benefits 
for the Public Employees that existed or 
were being developed prior to Mike Cox 
and his DOMA efforts to get those benefits 
removed. 

Mike Cox lied to the people of Michigan 
stating that DOMA would not remove 
benefits for employees in Michigan.  
Reminding the Michigan people of this 
and its potential personal cost to them has 
motivated people behind the efforts of 
Pride At Work. 

LGBTs Support Good Tech News
from the Internet 

Global technology and management support services 
company CTE recently moved to Downtown Lansing, creating 
15 jobs and filling the last available office space in the Arbaugh 
Building next to the CATA transfer facility and across the street 
from Soup to Nutz Bistro

“We’re thrilled again that an international firm is deciding that 
the place to do business is downtown Lansing,” says Bob Trezise 
with the Lansing Economic Development Corporation. “It’s the 
place to be seen and to be heard. They want that visibility; that’s 
why they’re moving here.”

CTE is the sister company of engineering company STS 
Consultants, which moved to Lansing from Delta Township 
several years ago.

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic newsletter.
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Pastor Paul
by Paul S. Downie                                         

A Christian’s 
Prespective on 
Homosexuality: 
Chapter 2

The radical Christian 
Right seeks to destroy 

civil liberties of Lesbian / Gay / Bisexual 
/ and Transgender persons.  Some 
conservative Christians are not mean-
spirited toward LGBT persons.  Bill 
Moyers Journal, WKAR February 8, 
interviewed Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, 
a nationally prominent born-again 
Pentecostal Christian.  Pastor Rodriguez, 
an Hispanic Evangelical, supported LGBT 
aspirations, and vigorously affirmed 
American religious pluralism.  But most 
of the Christian Right alleges the Bible 
and 2,000 years of Christian Tradition 
prove God hates homosexuality as 
an abomination, and that this is THE 
Christian view.  

To straight or gay persons troubled 
by this, my series of 5 chapters is 
directed.  I write as a Christian, since the 
major attack on LGBT persons is by the 
Christian Right.  Scriptural interpretations 
by Christians range from liberal to 
conservative, to fundamentalist.  My views 
may oppose other views on abortion, war, 
female clergy, polygamy, homosexuality, 
etc.  “O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM, O 
Great Mystery!”  The Great Mystery 
of God, Creation, and humanity elicits 
differing views.  “Now, we see in a mirror, 
dimly” (1 Cor. 13), in an imperfect Church 
on Earth.  Views differ, all participate in 
some heresy, and we must live with this!
CHAPTER 2:  THE NEW TESTAMENT

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9.  “Fornicators, 
idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, 
sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunkards, 
revilers, robbers --none of these will 
inherit the kingdom of God.”  “Male 
prostitutes” translates an original 
Greek word which means “soft,” as of 
clothing.  If Paul implies sexual context, 
as is likely, this suggests all males who 
are “soft” or loose sexually--toward either 
gender.  He condemns male promiscuity, 
not homosexuality as such.

 “Sodomites” mistranslates a Greek 
compound word found only here, and in 1 
Timothy 1:10:  on a list, with no context, 

and not found elsewhere.  Imagine this 
borrowed analogy:  Scholars in A.D. 
4008 ponder a 21st century list.  Some 
think a “lady-killer” is a lady who kills, 
but others say it is someone who kills 
ladies.  A word on a list with no available 
context misled them:  a “lady-killer” is 
a man who charms ladies.  Similarly, 
this compound word is on a list, without 
context to guide us, and is not found 
elsewhere.  It refers to a male, and to 
bedroom or bed, and suggests lying with, 
or having sex with someone --  the active 
one in sex, who penetrates.  Literally it is 
a “male-lier,” or “male-penetrator.”  As 
with lady-killer, is it “a male (who) 
penetrates” or is it “(one who) penetrates a 
male?”  Does Paul mean a rapist?  A man 
who sodomizes  women, men, girls, boys, 
or all of these?  A few verses earlier Paul 
condemns incest.  He does not thereby 
condemn heterosexuality.   Pederasty was 
common--sexual abuse of male youths 
by adult  “male-penetrators.”  Lack of 
context renders meaning ambiguous, but 
condemnation of pederasty or any other 
abusive male sex is not condemnation of 
same-gender unions. 

1 TIMOTHY 1:9-10  “ ...The law 
is laid down...for the godless and 
sinful, for murderers, fornicators, 
sodomites...”   As in 1 Corinthians , 
“sodomites”  mistranslates the Greek, 
which should read “male-penetrators.”

ROMANS 1:18-32.  In chapters 1-8 
Paul sets forth his cardinal doctrine, 
justification by faith, for Jew and Gentile 
alike.  After briefly stating that theme, 
he speaks first of Gentiles in these verses 
18-32.  He speaks of “ungodliness” and 
“wickedness:”  real sin, real evil -- that of 
idolatry.  Exchanging the glory of God for 
idols, and serving creatures rather than the 
Creator, are such bedrock evil that nothing 
is right (vss. 18-23).  

In verses 24-25 Paul writes that, because 
of their wicked idolatry, God gave them 
up to “impurity,” uncleanness as in 
Leviticus.  Yet Paul largely rejects “clean” 
and “unclean” in Leviticus, as did Jesus.

Verses 26-27 read:   “For this reason 
(idolatry) God gave them up to degrading 
passions.  Their women exchanged 
natural intercourse for unnatural; and 
in the same way also the men, giving 
up natural intercourse with women, 
were consumed with passion for one 
another.  Men committed shameless acts 
with men...”   Paul writes “natural” in 

several letters to mean what is customary 
or characteristic, as of a Jew, a Gentile, or 
here of sex.  Similarly, he uses “unnatural” 
to mean the opposite.  In Romans 11:24 
he uses the same Greek word to describe 
God:  Jew and Gentile are one in Christ 
because God has done, through Christ, 
what is “unnatural.” Translated from 
Greek, “shameless” suggests inappropriate 
or unseemly, “degrading” suggests 
ill-reputed, and both Greek words are 
morally neutral.  Twice in 2 Corinthians 
Paul applies this word “degrading” to 
himself:  that because of his commitment 
to Christ, he is “degraded.”  The entire 
passage is decidedly ambiguous.

  Then in verses 28-32, Paul returns to 
real evil:  in their uncleanness Gentiles 
still “did not acknowledge God,” who 
therefore gave them up to “wickedness, 
evil, ...”  and a multitude of very grave 
sins.  I have known many lesbian and gay 
couples who manifest none of these evil 
fruits, but do manifest what Paul describes 
in Galatians 5:22-23 as fruit of the Spirit: 
“...love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.”   Romans is ambiguous, but I 
do not think Paul condemns monogamous 
homosexual couples, if he even knew any.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Rev. Paul S. Downie is active as 

an Episcopal Church priest of 48 years, 
taught 30 years at Lansing Community 
College until his retirement May 2005, and 
received the LAHR Prism Award as Ally 
of the Year for 2000.  Email:  pastorpaul@
voyager.net. Phone:  (517) 332-2326 (until 
9:30 pm) 
Copyright 2008 by:  Paul S. Downie, Trustee or any successor Trustee 
of the PAUL S. DOWNIE LIVING TRUST dated March 4, 1983, as 
amended.  All rights reserved.  E-mail: pastorpaul@voyager.net.EARTH DAY 2008

is APRIL 22, 2008
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Save the Date
Michigan Pride will take place on

June 27, 28, and 29, 2008
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Welcome Home!

706-2518

332-5100

James D. Noble
REALTOR®

jamesdnoble@briarwoodrealty.com

Our Families
by Mary Boudreau

Young People 
Need Help

One of the challenges 
of parenting is 
discerning when to push 
and when to pull back.  

I must admit that I find this very difficult.  
Since Susan and I have four newly minted 
adults (ages 18, 18, 19 and 19, for those of 
you who wish to feel old!) we often find 
ourselves scratching our heads or banging 
our heads on the walls when they don’t 
follow our sage advice.  After all, since 
between us we have six (going on seven) 
academic degrees, don’t you think we 
might know a thing or two about studying?  
And since we’ve been driving for 65 years 
between us, is it possible we know the 
rules of the road?  And then there’s the 
dating issue!!  Well, enough said. 

It’s hard to let young adults find their 
own way in the world.  I tend to look 
for instruction manuals, mentors, and 
inspirational figures and still they make 
mistakes.  Once in a while, lately, they’ve 

even come back and said “I guess you were 
right about that.”  One thing I’m trying to 
do is to at least step back enough to keep 
my blood pressure in check.  Balancing 
helping and being harpy isn’t easy! 

I do believe that it is difficult, if not 
impossible, for young people to “make 
it” in today’s world without help.  Many 
items, including car and health insurance, 
education, and transportation are priced 

beyond “reason,” so young people often 
do without if they don’t have help.  I think 
these are important facets of a civil society, 
so I think we all need to do all we can to 
insure that all young adults have access to 
them, not only the kids we are raising in 
“our family.” 

Visit us at:
2019 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912

or call us at: (517) 346-9900
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Everybody Reads exists to empower the underrepresented  
individuals and families in the tri-county area through a 

comprehensive community bookstore and 
neighborhood resource center.
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Smart Money
Is Your Retirement 
Account a $100,000 
Trap?

by Brian Winters, 
AAMS, Financial 

Planner
Watch out! There’s 

a trap in many 
employer retirement 
accounts.

Imagine you have 
$500,000 in your 

401k and your partner is the beneficiary.  
Before 2007, if you died your partner 
had to take the entire balance as a taxable 
distribution.  So if your partner earned 
$60,000 the year you died and inherited 
your $500,000 retirement account, they 
would owe around $174,000 in taxes.  
Ouch!

However, the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006 went into effect January of 2007.  
This law gives “non-spouse beneficiaries” 
the option to roll inherited retirement 
accounts into an inherited IRA and take 
small required taxable distributions each 
year instead of paying tax on the entire 
amount all at once.  The IRS defines “non-
spouse beneficiary” as anyone other than a 
spouse.  This includes same-sex partners, 
children, friends and relatives.

Assume your partner was 51-years-
old and earned $60,000.  By rolling the 
inherited retirement account over to an 
inherited IRA, the tax they would owe 

the year you died would be only about 
$15,177.  That’s a tax deferral of $158,823 
and will result in substantial tax savings!

The small downside is your partner will 
pay tax on withdrawals each year.  The big 
upside is the overall tax paid will likely 
be much lower because smaller annual 
withdrawals are taxed at lower rates than if 
the account were all taxed at once.

Here’s the danger.  Your employer 
decides whether “non-spouse 
beneficiaries” can roll retirement 
accounts over to an inherited IRA.  Not 
all employers allow this.  For example, 
Michigan State University currently does 
not!

The university says it plans to allow 
“non-spouse beneficiaries” to roll inherited 
retirement accounts over to IRAs, but will 
likely not begin doing so until sometime in 
late 2009.

How can you avoid this trap?  First, 
check with your employer’s HR 
department to see if “non-spouse 
beneficiary rollovers” are permitted.  If 
not, and if you’re over 59.5 years old, 
you can generally roll your retirement 
account over to an IRA at any time, which 
is advisable because IRAs have friendlier 
rules for non-spouse beneficiaries.

If you’re under age 59.5 and your 
employer doesn’t allow “non-spouse 
beneficiary rollovers,” your best bet is to 
contribute to your retirement plan only as 
much as your employer matches and to put 
additional retirement savings in an IRA.

As always, please send your financial 
questions to brian@7advice.com. Brian 
Winters is President and Financial Planner 

at Guardian Financial Planning, LLC, 
an independent Registered Investment 
Advisory firm serving the planning 
and investment needs of the LGBT 
community throughout Lansing, Jackson 
and Ann Arbor. He can be reached at 
brian@7advice.com .

Make the Bullies Stop!
from Triangle Foundation

Every day children suffer in silence 
because the problem of school bullying has 
not been seriously addressed by the State 
of Michigan. But now we have a chance to 
make significant changes in Michigan by 
passing Matt’s Safe Schools Law. 

Matt’s Law will force every school 
district in Michigan to have an inclusive 
policy on bullying, with a uniform 
definition of bullying that includes all 
students. Matt’s Law has passed the 
Michigan House of Representatives but 
still needs to pass the Michigan Senate. 
Governor Granholm has pledged to sign 
this legislation. 

Please support Matt’s Law (HB 
4162/4091).  Bullying is a real problem in 
schools and Michigan needs to take action 
to deter bullying. Matt’s Law still allows 
for local control and does not target the 
bully. It focuses on prevention and protects 
all students.

All help to pass Matt’s Law would be 
appreciated.
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Ecclesia History (1985 – 2007)
Part I
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

In the January issue of The LGBT News 
there was an article reporting on Ecclesia’s 
final celebration of ministry on November 
25, 2007.  At this service a history of Ecclesia 

was distributed.  This history was developed from contributions 
by Anita Smith-Buckwalter, Jim Veurink, Bruce Williams, Jon 
Lacey, Carla Monestere, and Elizabeth Glew.  This issue of  The 
LGBT News will provide the first half of the history / story and 
the second half will be included in the next issue.  Hope you enjoy 
his historical story!!

In 1985, the world was quite a different place, with most 
lesbians and gay men much more on the fringes of society than is 
the case today.  There was a gay & lesbian “rap” group meeting 
at Michigan State University on Sundays.  During the weekly 
discussions, participants discerned a need for a jay and lesbian 
worshiping community, since no local congregations actively 
welcomed us.

Paul Johns, an instructor at Lansing Community College 
and an Episcopalism member of Dignity, the Roman Catholic 
welcoming organization, asked Jon Lacey, a stuff member at the 
United Ministries in Higher Education (UMHE), if he would 
start a worship group.  A room in the Union next door to the rap 
group location was selected, and worship was scheduled after the 
rap group, but it never really got off the ground at that location.  
The Union being closed during holidays was a major problem; 
the space was not available when people most wanted a place 
to worship.  Another problem was that the rap group became 
something of a pick-up place, with people going to bars when it 
ended.

It soon became clear that the worshiping group was more 
community – than university-oriented.  Aware of the need to serve 
both the community and the university, the group approached 
People’s Church (which is across the street from campus), which 
agreed to allow the queer church to meet in its McCune Chapel.  
Initially, the group was made up predominantly of gay men 
associated with Dignity and a few straight allies, and the group’s 
norms included anonymity and separatism.  Although UMHE and 
Edgewood UCC shared their staff-member Janet Pillman, women 
did not begin attending regularly until 1992.

The young group progressed with a variety of leadership, 
clergy and lay, and gradually developed a unique worship style.  
At first, worship consisted primarily of reading scripture and 
celebrating the Eucharist.  Later liturgies were more formal, and 
clergy presiders wore robes.  Jon Lacey was a consistent presence, 
with progressive Catholic priests, Peter Dougherty and Dick 
Preston, as regular substitutes.  Mary Catherine Knight-Wright, a 
peer minister from UMHE, also provided occasional leadership.  
Sometime in those early years, Ann Garrison, a priest from the 
Episcopalian campus ministry at MSU, became a regular along 
with Jon.  She gave freely of her AA experience, and she received 
special dispensation from her bishop to allow her to celebrate 
communion without wine.

It became customary to adjourn to a local restaurant after 
worship.  In those early years, musicians David Smith and Bruce 
Williams took major responsibility for creating liturgies.  John 
Mitman, an Episcopal priest, donated the 1940 Episcopal hymnal, 

and the Episcopal Ministry at MSU lent copies of their Book of 
Common Prayer.  Concerned with inclusive language, David and 
Bruce revised the Episcopal liturgy, creating notebooks which 
included the Mother Thunder liturgy and other materials to make 
worship more inclusive.

After about eight years in McCune chapel, relationships with 
Peoples’ Church became strained.  The doors were often locked, 
and office staff seemed reluctant to relay messages or let people 
know the group met there.  The pivotal event was when Peoples’ 
experienced a pastoral change, and our “quiet” presence took 
on a different tone, with a lesbian couple being refused space 
to conduct a Holy Union.  About this same time, Ann Garrison 
retired.

Together in Faith

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. HELP US HELP YOU 
- REPORT HATE CRIMES AND 

DISCRIMINATION TO TRIANGLE.

Out. Helping You.

or visit www.tri.org

SUZY GRACE, CPE

517-332-0258
Call for free consultation

@Kevena V’s Day Salon
4964 Northwind Drive
East Lansing, MI 48823

Only electrolysis is permanent.
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by Pam Sisson, 
Attorney & Mediator

Owning a 
Home in an 
Uncertain 
Market
Part 3

All aboard the fire train! cries the engineer
I can’t promise you’ll be comin’ back 
through here
All aboard the fire train, cries the engineer
‘Least you’ll all be safe and warm, of that 
you can be sure.
- Fire Train, by Pam Sisson

Regardless of how you sell your house, 
you will need a buy sell agreement.  This 
is the contract between the buyer and the 
seller, and it is binding once signed.  For 
this reason it must be drafted very carefully 
by a professional.  A realtor prepares the 
buy sell agreement for you and walks you 
through the whole process.  Hopefully, 
as I have mentioned in the past, you need 
to have an attorney review the buy sell 
agreement (at the beginning) and the 
closing package, and prepare you legally 
for the closing.  A real estate attorney has 
certain skills that a realtor does not when 
it comes to reviewing the legal documents 
that you will sign at closing.  

When you do a “for sale by owner” 
(FSBO), you do not have a realtor.  You 
would need an attorney to prepare the buy 

sell agreement for you and to negotiate the 
buy sell agreement, whether you are the 
buyer or the seller. Of course, I would like 
your business, however that is not why I 
am giving you this information.  The first 
time I bought a house, I had already been 
a practicing attorney for 8 years, however 
I did not yet handle real estate, which is a 
specialty area.  When I asked my friends 
whether I should hire an attorney to help 
me with the closing, they said yes, and 
told me a couple of nightmares from their 
own experience.  In other words, when 
you are dealing with, let’s say, a $200,000 
transaction, it is worth a few hundred 
dollars to make sure it is done right.  And 
if the sale is going to be FSBO, you will 
need the attorney’s assistance throughout 
the process.  This will still cost a fraction 
of a realtor’s commission (because you are 
finding the buyer) but it is very necessary.

So, in my mind, FSBO is a great idea if 
you already have a buyer and you hire an 
attorney. Otherwise, it is an experiment 
and a gamble.  If you have plenty of time 
to experiment, you may save some money 
by selling the house yourself with the 
assistance of an attorney.  But if you need 
to move the house quickly, I would suggest 
either hiring a good realtor or selling it at 
auction.  I will discuss auctions in the next 
article.  (TIP:  In a FSBO, the sales price 
should be somewhere between what the 
sales price would have been with a realtor 
and the sales price minus the realtor’s 

Gal lery  of  Contemporary  Craf t

o p e n  e v e r y  d a y

a Niche Top100 gallery

B r i n g i n g  a r t

t o  a r t i c l e s

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e

w i t h  c o n s t a n t

q u a l i t y  i n  a

c h a n g i n g  w o r l d

artful

accessories

for the

home  and

individual

217 Ann Street Plaza
East Lansing, MI 48823

517 .  351  .  2211
w w w. m a c k e r e l s k y. c o m

commission.  In other words, if a realtor 
could have gotten $100,000, the FSBO 
price should be between $100,000 and 
$94,000 ($100,000 minus 6%).  The reason 
is that the seller would have only received 
$94,000 if a realtor had been involved, but 
the seller should be compensated to some 
degree for the work and expense involved 
in selling FSBO.  Also, the parties can 
agree to share the attorney fees.) 

A Matter of Law

THE 
HOTLINE
332-3200

Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.
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Lansing Area AIDS Network
Care Coordination
Since 1986, LAAN’s care coordinators have worked with over 

450 HIV+ men, woman and children assisting in planning for 
needed services and acting as a central point of access for care 
and support services in the community. LAAN offers emergency 
assistance with mortgage and rent payments; utility bills; 
medical/dental costs; child care expenses; food and nutritional 
supplements; transportation; and coordinates with other 
community service providers.

Volunteer Programs
Many volunteer opportunities are available at LAAN including 

the Buddy Program, which links trained volunteers who 
provide practical and emotional support, social integration and 
friendship to persons living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers are also 
needed for general office support, special events, staffing for 
LAAN’s food pantry program and help with transportation for 
clients.

Support Groups
Current LAAN support groups include:
HIV+ Men’s Group
Positively Aware Series

Anonymous Counseling  
& Testing Schedule
Listening Ear (East Lansing) 

313 West Grand River 
Thursday from 6-9 PM 

Appointment Only

Young’s Landing (Old Town) 
Greater Lansing African American Health 

511 East Grand River 
Wednesday from 6-9 PM 

Walk-In

LAAN Main Office 
913 West Holmes, Suite 115 

First and Third Thursday of Every Month from 3-9 PM 
Appointment Only 

Serving the HIV affected community since 1985. 

For more information about the LAAN, visit them online at: www.laanonline.org 

913 West Holmes, Suite 115, Lansing, MI 48910 - (517)394-3560 - (517)394-1298 FAX - laancontact@lansingareaaidsnetwork.org

HIV Prevention Programs
Prevention outreach and risk reduction is provided through 

presentations to community groups, schools, treatment centers, 
shelters, churches, and universities. LAAN utilizes trained 
volunteers to assist with promoting LAAN services and community 
resources throughout the region.

HIV+ Womens Group
Client Education Workshops

LAHR Actions
by Bill Beachler, Publisher

The LAHR board took several actions 
during February and March. To further 
LAHR’s networking activities; the Board 
voted to support and be listed as a sponsor 
for events that provided presentations for 
peace in Iraq.

LAHR’s President, Penny Gardner, 
attended the Ingham County Commission 
meeting to voice LAHR’s support of the 
county continuing to provide employee 
benefits to same sex couples. The county 
dropped Domestic Partner benefits 
and created a new benefit criteria for 
Other Qualified Adults which will  offer 
employee benefits to significant others, 
thereby continuing to cover same sex 
couples. (See the Ingham County article on 
page 1.) 

Robert Van Kirk attended LAHR’s 
February meeting to discuss the LGBT 
Community Coalition and the LGBT prom.  
Last year’s prom at the Lansing Center 
was a great success and organizers hope 
this year’s prom will continue the tradition.  
Following the meeting, the Board voted 
to provide a grant of $400 to support to 
prom.  Shortly thereafter the film, For The 
Bible Tells Me So, at All Saints Episcopal 

Church also raised funds to support the 
prom.  These funds will help the organizers 
of the prom lease the Grand Ledge Opera 
House for this upcoming event.  In 
addition, Bill Beachler volunteered to 
represent LAHR at upcoming meetings of 
the LGBT Community Coalition.

At the March Board meeting LAHR 

voted to place an ad in the annual Lansing 
program honoring Caesar Chavez.  In 
addition, Vice President Cindy Redman 
advocated for LAHR having a float in 
the Michigan Pride Parade.  The Board 
established a committee in investigate the 
suggestion and report back to the Board at 
the May meeting.

Happy Birthday to the Queen on April 21st!
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Tom “T.J.” Thias
New & Used Car & Truck Sales
Tom’s Desk (517) 622-6081 or

Cell (517) 749-0532
bestpriceticer@aol.com

West on Saginaw Hwy. 

Just west of the Lansing Mall

5895 E. Saginaw, Grand Ledge

Over 1500 Cars & Trucks!
Open Every Day

1-800-SUNDANCE
WWW.SUNDANCECHEVY.COM

THE 
HOTLINE
332-3200

Serving Lansing’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi & Trans Community

Outside of Lansing Call Toll Free: 
1-866-645-LAHR

M-F 7-10 p.m. & Sunday 2-5 p.m.

Save the Date
Michigan Pride will 
take place on June 

27, 28, and 29, 2008

YODA Monologue 
– Coming Out Crip

(Refer to Letter from the Prez for an 
introduction to this Monologue.)

Even though everyone in my life knows 
I’m queer and work in an organization 
that serves thousands of LGBT people 
annually, I come out everyday... but not 
about sexual orientation. That’s right, 
folks - I’m a crip, a gimp, a person with 
disabilities. I tend to slip under the radar 
because many of the commonly-held 
stereotypes or obvious markers aren’t 
present. My disabilities are, in a word, 
invisible, and I’m usually made to feel 
invisible, too.

Whenever I’m in a room with people 
with disabilities who are talking about 
disability, people assume I’m ignorant 
or, worse, ableist.  Whenever I’m in a 
room with queer people, I hear decisions 
being made that are not accessible to 
people with disabilities, and ableist words 
like “retarded” and “handicap,” and it’s 
assumed I will laugh and comply.  It makes 
me want to stand up and shout from the 
rooftops, “Hey, assholes, I’m a person with 
a disability!”

I wish I could write my disabilities 

all over my body - wear them proudly:  
the numerous and changing places I 
experience pain everyday, the brain fog 
that results in me frantically searching for 
even the simplest of words, the mind-
numbing fatigue, the emotional spikes and 
crashes.  All of these elements are pieces of 
me, and I’m proud of all of who I am.

If I wrote my disabilities all over 
my body, would you see me then?  
Would I then experience all of the pity, 
stereotypes, exclusion, fear and hatred 
that the rest of the 
disability community 
experiences?  Would 
you make decisions 
about me without 
my involvement, 
worry that I am too 
fragile to do the 
work that I do, write 
me off as too high-
maintenance?

Well, I guess we’ll 
find out - because I 
refuse to be invisible 
or silent.  I’m living 
my life openly and 
coming out… as a 
crip.
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HRC Writes to LGBT Community
As I write this, I am filled with both deep disappointment and 

gratitude.  I am disappointed because our fight for a hate crimes 
bill has been derailed, but grateful for the historic advances that 
we were able to achieve this year.  

As you all know, we have made momentous advancements this 
year by moving the federal hate crimes legislation the closest it 
has ever been to becoming law.  For the first time ever, in one year 
we were able to pass the fully-inclusive legislation through both 
chambers of Congress – a truly historic feat.  

 If you recall, the Matthew Shepard Act first passed the 
House of Representatives back in May as a stand-alone piece of 
legislation.  It then moved to the Senate, where it passed 60 to 
39 in September as an amendment to the Department of Defense 
Authorization bill.  Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) and Senator 
Gordon Smith (R-OR) attached the Matthew Shepard Act to the 
Department of Defense Authorization bill because President 
Bush had announced that he would veto a free-standing hate 
crimes bill. By amending hate crimes to this larger bill, Senators 
Kennedy and Smith thought that we had a better chance of getting 
the president’s signature.  After all, Bush would have to veto the 
entire piece of legislation – hate crimes AND programs for his war 
in Iraq – to reject hate crimes protections. 

 But in a frustrating move yesterday, during the very last 
legislative step – a conference committee working out the 
differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill 
– we received word that the Matthew Shepard Act would be 
dropped from the final version of the bill. The hate crimes veto 
threat issued by the White House and organized opposition by 
House Republican Leadership cost significant numbers of votes 
on the right.  Iraq-related provisions, which many progressive 
Democrats opposed, cost votes on the left.  Moderate Democrats, 
many of whom voted for the hate crimes bill in May, did not want 
to test the President’s veto threat and risk a delay in increased pay 
for military personnel.  All of these factors resulted in insufficient 
votes to secure passage of the bill with the hate crimes provision.

HRC coordinated a major final push to protect this bill. 40,000 
HRC activists responded to our call and wrote to Congress. We 
helped organize a coalition effort with 120 national and local 
organizations. We held 11th-hour meetings with lawmakers. 

 Despite the anger we all feel that we fell short so close to the 
finish line, we cannot lose sight of the fact that we did succeed 
in moving hate crimes legislation the closest it has ever been to 
hitting the President’s desk for signature.  And rest assured, the 
Human Rights Campaign is not done fighting. We are not giving 
up on efforts to find another legislative vehicle, in the second 
half of this Congress, to move the Matthew Shepard Act. Yes, we 
made historic advancements, but we will not be satisfied until we 
get a President who will use his or her pen to enshrine into our 
federal law books that violence against the GLBT community will 
not be tolerated in this country.  

We have been a leader in the fight for hate crimes legislation for 
over a decade, and we’re not about to let this setback deter us.  We 
will not rest until these protections are law.  

We also can’t lose track of the bigger picture for 2008.  On top 
of working to advance this bill and the rest of our equality agenda, 
we are already mobilizing around the 2008 elections.  We are 
investing major resources to:

· Elect local pro-equality officials who will be tomorrow’s 

national leaders, 
· Expand our majority in Congress – so that we will have the 

votes we need to thwart roadblocks like this – and 
· Elect a leader in the White House who would NEVER veto a 

bill protecting Americans from hate crimes.
These are the moments when your support counts most.  

Together, we’ll find the right path to victory. We know it is there. 
Joe Solmonese, President

In pain?
Curious what 
Chiropractic 
can do for you?

We specialize in:
• Headaches
• Womenʼs Health
• Back Pain
• Sports Injuries

with this coupon
*New Patients Only

517.316.1277
1770 East Grand River • East Lansing, MI 48823

www.backbonechiro.com • doctorb@backbonechiro.com

Help LAHR-PAC
The Lansing Association for Human Rights Political Action 

Committee (LAHR-PAC) has begun its work for the 2008 
elections.  It will rate candidates, make donations and educate 
voters.

If you wish to help in 2008, please send your membership fees 
($20 minimum for individuals, $40 for couples) to:LAHR PAC, 
PO Box 16014, Lansing MI  48901-6014.

 Additional donations are always welcome.  You may donate 
without becoming a member.  We began meeting in March.  
Members will be notified of the meetings.

There will be an important fundraising party at Alicia Perez-
Banuet’s home on May 18th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  More 
details will be available around May 1 and information will also 
be posted on the LAHR list service.

*LAHR PAC is an independent political committee, not 
affiliated with any other organization.  LAHR PAC seeks to elect 
candidates supportive of LGBT rights.
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Gary L. Hicks
attorney at law

A general practice proudly serving the Mid-

Michigan GLBT community with over a 

quarter century of legal experience.

517-525-1732

reasonable rates
free consultation
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criminal
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N.J. Civil Union Law 
“Total Failure”
from Internet

February marks one year since civil 
unions became legal for gays and lesbians 
in New Jersey. But don’t celebrate the 
anniversary so soon. WNBC-TV has learned 
that a state commission studying the matter 
will issue a report claiming the law has been 
a total failure. 

The first government report since New 
Jersey began allowing same-sex unions said 
civil unions create a “second-class status” 

for gay couples.  The law was intended to 
give same-sex couples marriage equality 
without the title. However, the report found 
that many self-insured companies refuse to 
provide health insurance to the partners of 
their employees. 

Same sex couples say they have been 
frustrated by government bureaucracies and 
medical offices that don’t have a clue about 
their rights.  Gay activists promising to 
push for same-sex marriage are likely to use 
the report to bolster their claims.  Anti-gay 
advocates are pushing back. 

M.S.U. Distinctions
The quality of life is very positive for the 

MSU LGBT community.  For example, the 
university has nondiscrimination policies, 
newly created criteria which provides benefits 
for partners, three scholarships (Pride, 
Students of Color, and  Pougnet / Green), 
positive curriculum, active organizations 
(Alliance, GLSFA, and others), LGBT staff 
support, and many others.  

In addition to a positive LGBT culture, 
did you know about the following MSU 
distinctions: 
-MSU leads the nation in study abroad 
participation among public universities. 
-MSU is the only university in the country 
with three on-campus medical schools, 
graduating allopathic (M.D.), and osteopathic 
(D.O.) physicians, as well as veterinarians.
-MSU’s record of Rhodes scholars has led the 
Big Ten for 25 years.
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Look What Will Happen 
in Old Town - Part III

(Publisher’s Note:  The following story is 
from Capital Gains about the recent grant Old 
Town won in national competition.  LAHR and 
the members of the LAHR List Serve planned 
a key role in the competition by posting notices 
and casting votes for Old Town.  The Jan. issue 
of The LGBT News contained Part I and the 
Mar. issue contained Part II of this continuing 
story.  Part III is the final part.)

Portable Feast
Over at the Portable Feast & Friends on 

Turner Street, however, owner Sharon Hind 
had her doubts about the process.

“The chairs in my place right now were 
Beaners’ early chairs — the black wrought 
iron frame, serviceable and strong, and 
I didn’t want to change them,” she says. 
“Well, Mats came in here two or three 
times and sat and looked and talked and 
asked me questions, and he saw the place 
going more toward a bistro look — black 
and crisp white — and I just wasn’t buying 
it.”

She thought to herself: “This is Old 
Town, kinda funky, and I just don’t think 
this fits with who I am and the history of 
the place.” By history, Sharon was thinking 
about the contributions of two deceased 
people who left their mark on her and her 
place — her business partner, Dan Berning, 
and Robert Busby, who convinced her to 
come to Old Town.

“Then Mats comes in to show me his 
designs, and he lays down the photos he 
took. And I saw how many rough edges 
there are around here. And he shows me 
photos of another place:  different lighting, 
different color scheme, different sink 
behind the counters, and new counters, 
new colors — all wood, stainless steel and 
black.” Sharon had a revelation. 

“I realized that taking some stuff out 
is really going to help me mentally as 
much as it’s going to help the restaurant 
physically,” says Sharon. 

Mats left another IKEA designer to work 
closely with each business; someone to 
carry out his overall vision and work on 
the details. In Sharon’s case, that designer 

was Jen, and she also helped Sharon see the 
potential. 

“Jen said to me, ‘Y’know, now it’s going 
to be your restaurant.’ And she’s right. It 
will always be Dan and me and Busby, but 
now it’s going to be mine,” says Sharon

Gone 2 the Dogs
Down the street and around the corner 

on Grand River, Mats sold Janna Nichol on 
his ideas from the get-go. “I love Mats, and 
my dog loves Uncle Mats. It was so cool 
that he saw the front of this place as a kind 
of general store, and the back as my own 
creative space. New lighting everywhere, 
and I really need it.”

The coolest thing for Janna? “That 
Mats came up with the general store idea, 
because this was a general store way 
back — it was called the Crescent Tea 
Company.” 

“I am just so excited about my makeover. 
I don’t want to wait until January — I want 
to get started right now!”

Thanks to the Capital Gains electronic 
newsletter.

Get Connected!
Join our LAHR Email Distribution List

LAHR Distribution Lists are constructed so that sending an 
e-mail to a group will reach all participants of the service. The 
Lansing Association for Human Rights operates two e-mail 
LAHR Distribution Lists for our community and its supporters: 
LAHR Online and LAHR Discussion . We provide 
this as a means to support interaction and to 
exchange information.

Please read the descriptions and guidelines 
below and then follow the instructions to join if 
you would like to become a member.

The LAHR Online Distribution List
Well over 300 members strong, this is 
a LAHR Distribution List foremost for 
participants to post information regarding 
LAHR activities, functions, and events.
All postings must be written in a respectful 
manner.

•

•

Information/announcements on other non-LAHR related 
activities, functions, and events may also be posted at the 
request of a representative of another group or organization 
with which LAHR has a positive relationship.
All postings should be relevant to the LGBT community.
 We encourage all LAHR Distribution List members to share 
their announcements, but discourage debates on this forum. 
For discussions, jokes, debates, forwards, etc, we ask that you 

please use our LAHR Discussion 
LAHR Distribution 
List. This list is for 
announcements and closely 
related information only.

The LAHR Discussion 
LAHR Distribution List is 
a forum created for friendly 
debates, jokes, political 
postings and other materials. 
Post as freely as you like, 
but remember... please be 
respectful of others.

•

•
•
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Calendar of Events!

Join LAHR Today!
LAHR Membership &Subscription Information

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ____________________________________________________________________

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 1�0�1, Lansing, MI ���01

or call (�1�) ���-���� or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

 

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/6 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler �1�-���-1�1� or 
email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted  
in electronic format, 

preferably in PDF or EPS format

Pay for 6 months in advance  
and get one month free! 

Join LAHR Today 
and Get a 

Free T-Shirt!

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support 
 its activities by enclosing my contribution of:

 q $15.00   Limited income membership includes the LGBT News mailed to 
your address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $20.00   Individual membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.
 q $40.00   Family membership includes the LGBT News mailed to your 
address, Association voting rights for up to two individuals in the household 
and a tax deduction.
 q $50.00   Matron/Patron membership at this organizational sustaining 
level includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting 
rights for up to two individuals in the household and a tax deduction.
 q $100.00+ Benefactor membership at this organizational sustaining level 
includes the LGBT News mailed to your address, Association voting rights for 
up to two individuals in the household, and a tax deduction.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt.  Renewing members who donate at 
the Matron/Patron or Benefactor level will also receive a LAHR T-Shirt.

Please make checks payable and return to:
LAHR, Inc., P.O. Box 6565, East Lansing, MI 48826

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.
“The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve the quality of life for Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people throughout the greater Lansing area through civil rights activities, 
communications, education, social events and supportive services.”  

SUNDAY
Dignity - 11:�0 a.m. mass �nd Sunday of each month. Saint John 
Student Parish, E. Lansing.
P-FLAG Lansing - �-� p.m. �rd Sunday of each month Presbyterian 
church in Okemos.
Light House Chapel - LGBT friendly church -11:00 a.m. service 
- 1�01 Windsor St., Lansing, ���0�.   Contact (�1�) ���-�0�0 for 
information.
All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 
10am, �00 Abbott, East Lansing.
Edgewood United Chuch of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday 
Service 10am, ��� N. Hagadorn, East Lansing
Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 
�:1�am & 11:1�am, ��� Grove, East Lansing

MONDAY
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chrous - �-�pm @ University Lutheran 
church, 10�0 S. Harrison, E. Lansing. http://www.sistrum.org. Contact: 
Lisa Haston, haston@lcc.edu.
LGBT AA meeting - �:�0 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing.
Social Knit Night -  �nd Monday of each month. �:�0 - �:00 p.m., �1� 
S. Waverly Rd. 

TUESDAY
Grand River Connection - �th Tuesday casual group for the “creative 
class.” Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com. 
Greater Lansing Gay Men’s Chorus- Weekley rehearsals are at the 
Molly Grove Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at �10 W. Ottawa 
St. in downtown Lansing from � to �pm. To email: info@glgmc.org or 
vist the website at www.glgmc.org.

WEDNESDAY
Great Lakes Pride Band Rehearsals - Every other Wednesday in 
Lansing. For information call Paul or Phil at �1�-���-1���.
GLSEN Mid-Michigan - �:�0 p.m. �rd Wednesday of each month in 
Melinda Goff’s room at Eastern.
Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the Month - the location changes each month - please visit www.
suitsandthecity.com for the location or to contact the organization.
LAHR’s Coffee Night - Join your friends - every Wednesday from 
�-10 p.m. at The Gone Wired Cafe, �0�1 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

THURSDAY
LAHR Bowling - � p.m. for the winter, at Holiday Lanes on Grand 
River. Look for us near lane �0. Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at �:�0 p.m.
Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Meets every 
Thursday, �:�0 - �:�0 p.m. at the Gannon Vocational Building ���. 
Contact advisor, Jennifer Spenny email:  spennyj@lcc.edu

FRIDAY
LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:�0 a.m. second Friday at Soup to Nutz 
Bistro on Kalamazoo & Grand Avenue, credit cards accepted! Contact 
Greg at MILatino@aol.com
LGBT AA meeting, �:�0 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, 
South Harrison, in East Lansing

SATURDAY
LAHR Breakfast Club - 11 a.m. �rd Sat. each month – met at Denny’s 
Restaurant at ��01 East Grand River in East Lansing – close to Park 
Lake.  Contact Bill ���-1�1� or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net .

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•
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